
Susan Brown – Welcome and Induction                    19/5/18 

I am delighted to tell you that the General Assembly has 

greeted your nomination with acclaim as the Moderator of the 

2018 General Assembly. 

On this year when we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 

ordination of women to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament it 

is particularly special that you as a committed parish minister 

will be our Moderator. It is also a delight that having served in 

two Highland parishes that you will also represent that 

important part of our country for the first time in a number of 

years. 

A graduate of Edinburgh University, you were the first woman 

minister in the Presbyteries of Ross and Sutherland, serving 

first in Killearnan, where your ministry is remembered with 

great fondness, and then at Dornoch Cathedral where you 

were called in 1998. 

Parish ministry, full-blooded, soul-warming, kind-hearted 

parish ministry is at the centre of what you do. Your calling has 
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been not only to minister to congregations, but to parishes, 

affirming the Church of Scotland’s role as a church for all the 

people. 

Your service to the national Church has included time as vice 

conveners of the Ecumenical Relations Committee and the 

World Mission Council. You are also a Chaplain in Ordinary to 

Her Majesty the Queen. These experiences will serve you well 

as you launch in to your Moderatorial year. 

After your nomination it was good to spend time with you and 

to discover that we have a surprising number of links. You 

were a few years ahead of me at the same Primary School as 

me, Eastfield Primary in Penicuik, and your sister turned out to 

be one of my teachers. As memorable was the fact that you, 

your husband Derek and I, were all licensed to preach by the 

Presbytery of Lothian on 4th July 1986. I still remember the 

Presbytery Moderator’s confusing reading out our names, 

“Susan Brown, Derek Brown, Derek Browning”. I suspect he 

wondered how many relationships you had. 
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Susan, this General Assembly and the whole Church 

welcomes you and blesses you, and commits to pray for you 

not only in this week of General Assembly, but for the 

forthcoming year. You commented in your Life and Work 

interview that you were barely five feet tall in your stocking 

soles, but I know that with your warm and effervescent 

personality you will bestride the world like a Colossus.  

Let us pray: 

Lord God, 

In this place and in this time we are met  

As a General Assembly, to praise Your Name  

And to order our business, 

And to engage with faithful imagination 

The future of this Church of Scotland.  

We give you thanks for all those in the past 

Who have held high office as Moderator, 

For their dedication, service and witness. 

Bless Susan this day and every day that lies ahead. 
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Keep her safe, keep her strong. 

Fill her days and nights with faith, hope and love. 

Guide her and guard her, 

Surround her with our prayers and our kindliness 

That she may be enabled to be the best she can be 

In the Name of the Lord that she continues to serve. 

Bless her family, her friends, her colleagues, her chaplains 

Mary and Jim, and her congregation in Dornoch at this time, 

That they too may be woven together in our prayers  

Of support and care. 

Now in the Name of Jesus Christ,  

King and Head of the Church, 

I induct Susan Brown to the Office of Moderator 

Of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 

And be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, 
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And give you peace. 

Amen 

Susan, I give to you this cross and chain of office. 

I give to you this ring of office. 

May they serve as reminders of this day  

When you became our Moderator. 

Travel well with God in the year that lies ahead, 

And may the peace of God be with you. 

Moderator, I invite you to take the chair. 
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