Call to Prayer: Sunday 4" July 2021
Prayer @ 7pm

At certain times in our experience we are especially conscious of our strengths
and, at other times, of our weaknesses. In our times of perceived strength, we
are confident of our capacities and abilities. In our times of perceived weakness,
it is often otherwise. We might easily imagine that it is in the former situation
that God is especially close to us. However, the experience of faith and of the
grace of God suggests otherwise.

The Apostle Paul discovered this in the course of his own spiritual experience
and came to realise the sufficiency of the grace of God in his life. This discovery
is made in the times when he senses that he is at his weakest and not in his times
of perceived strength. (2 Corinthians 12: 9) In the spiritual journey that each one
of us makes, the sufficiency of God is often known when we come to the end of
our own strength and discover the ever-renewed grace of God. We pray:

God, whose grace is revealed,

In the One who embraces the Cross,

May we know the sufficiency of your grace
In the times of our deepest need.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God, whose grace is revealed,

In the One who embraces the Cross,

May we walk in the company of those who suffer
And so share in the grace that you provide.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God, whose grace is revealed,

In the One who embraces the Cross,

May we experience the strength you provide
In the times of our greatest weakness.

Lord, in your mercy,



Hear our prayer.

God, whose grace is revealed,

In the One who embraces the Cross,

May our lives be renewed as we live out our response to your grace
And so share in the community of grace.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God, whose grace is revealed,

In the One who embraces the Cross,

May your grace, sufficient in days past,

Be sufficient in all the days that are to come.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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