Call to Prayer: Sunday 17" January 2021
Prayer @ 7pm

‘O Lord, you have searched me and known me.” The words of the Psalm speak.
The words speak into the uttermost depths of who we are and the word of the
Lord searches to the furthermost limits of our being. (Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18)
The word of the Lord speaks to us in every season and searches us at all times.
Nevertheless, there are times in which we are especially conscious of the
immediacy and relevance of the word spoken and we might judge that this is
such a time.

We may say at this particular time that we are truly being stretched to the
uttermost as human beings and to the furthermost limits of our endurance as a
society. These are hard times. At the very moment in which hope has been
offered to our society in the form of a vaccine, the risk faced by our society has
increased considerably. In the light of this, the challenges we face are difficult
beyond measure. Notwithstanding all of this, the word of the Lord endures and
still speaks into the uttermost depth and to the furthermost limit. We are not
hidden from God and all we face is known by the Lord whose word endures.
Humbly recognising this to be so, we pray:

Lord, you search us and you know us

And we bow in your holy presence.

You know us this day in all we face

And you are with us through the hours of the night.
Guard us and keep us till the day is done

And the darkness is no more.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, you search us and you know us

And we bow in your holy presence.

You have made us in your image

And woven us together in the womb.
Guide us to the place where life is renewed



And our shared life restored.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, you search us and you know us
And we bow in your holy presence.
You know the challenges of this time
And of all the days that lie before us.
Give hope to all who despair

And comfort to those who grieve.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, you search us and you know us

And we bow in your holy presence.

You know all who by their work serve the common good
And who by their gifts renew hope in dark times.

Keep safe the most vulnerable

And walk with those who are fearful this day.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, you search us and you know us

And we bow in your holy presence.

You are the beginning of all things,

And you are the end of all things, in Jesus Christ.
Guard us and keep us till the day is done

And the darkness is no more.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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