Call to Prayer: Sunday 20" December 2020
4'* Sunday in Advent
Prayer @ 7pm

The words of the angel to Mary bring this assurance: ‘The Lord is with you.” (Luke
1: 28) The words are clear and unequivocal: ‘The Lord is with you.’

Nevertheless, Mary is ‘perplexed’ and clearly fearful as she tries to comprehend
the words spoken to her. The message of the angel that she is to become the
bearer of the Christ-child leads her to ask: ‘How can this be, since | am a virgin?’
In response, the angel speaks of the promise of the Spirit and Mary affirms and
embraces the promise: ‘Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” (Luke 1: 26-38) It is as if Mary hears and embraces the
first words spoken to her: ‘The Lord is with you.’

As we come near to the point where the promise of the Advent season is fulfilled
in the birth of the Christ-child, we are conscious of the renewed challenges we
face within the communities of which we are a part. In the face of this, each one
of us longs to know the assurance of the promise: ‘The Lord is with you.” In the
perplexities and challenges of the times, and to each one of us, the words of
assurance are spoken. The Lord is with us and we are invited to embrace the
promise of the Christ-child who is to come. We pray:

Lord, draw near to us

And to all who long to hear your Word.

We give thanks that the promise of the Advent season

Will soon be fulfilled in the birth of the Christ-child.

May we embrace the promise and share in the hope it brings.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, draw near to us

And to all who long to hear your Word.
We pray for the lonely and the perplexed;
For the anxious and the fearful.

Be near to them as you are to us.



Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, draw near to us

And to all who long to hear your Word.

We pray for the families and communities of which we are a part
And for our Nation.

Sustain us in these times and renew us in times to come.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, draw near to us

And to all who long to hear your Word.

We give thanks that, in all things, you are with us

And we embrace once more the promise of the Christ-child.

May the light of Christ shine in the darkness and bring hope to the world.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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