CALL TO PRAYER: SUNDAY 9™ August 2020
Prayer @ 7pm

Have you ever been afraid? Even as we ask the question, we know the answer.
Have you been especially afraid at any point in these recent months? Once
more, to ask is to know. Collectively and as a society, have we experienced in
recent decades anything comparable to the fear and anxiety that has gripped
us during the Covid 19 pandemic? Fear and anxiety paralyse us and, as we now
see, fear and anxiety can at times paralyse a society and leave it profoundly
uncertain.

The Gospel of Matthew records that early one morning the disciples of Jesus
were afraid. They had spent the night in a boat on the water and had been
‘battered by the waves’ and now they find themselves terrified and unable to
recognise the presence of Jesus. Jesus speaks to them and says ‘do not be
afraid’. In response, the disciple Peter steps out of the boat and walks towards
Jesus. However, as he does so, fear begins to overtake him once more and he
cries out: ‘Lord, save me!’ In response, Jesus reaches out his hand and brings
him to the place of safety. (Matthew 14: 22-33)

Today, to the fearful and to the anxious, Jesus reaches out his hand.

Lord, you are our Creator and our Maker.

We are fashioned in your image

And all that we are is known to you.

Hear us as we cry out and respond to us in our time of need.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, your Word has become flesh and lived among us

Full of grace and truth.

As the living Word comes, we respond with open hearts

And ask that you will meet us in the place where we are today.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



Lord, you see all that takes place around us

And nothing is hidden from your sight.

You see waves that batter us and the storm that seems unceasing.
Come to us in response to the depth of our need.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, your presence is revealed in the life of your Son.
He knows us as we are and even now he prays for us.
May he hear us when we are anxious

And respond when we are afraid.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, you inspire in us faith

And yet we confess that our faith is weak.

Hear us when we cry: “Lord, save me!”

And in response reach out your hand to all who cry to you today.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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