
Call to Prayer: Sunday 18th July 2021 
Prayer @ 7pm 

 
Where do we find ourselves today? Does the light of the day still shine and does 
the way ahead seem clear and certain? Or; does darkness fall and the way ahead 
seem uncertain and hidden in the shadows? In whatever situation we find 
ourselves, the Psalms speak to us and the Psalms speak for us. They speak to us 
and for us in every situation of life. 
 
Perhaps there is nowhere that this is more evident than in the 23rd Psalm. The 
resonance of the ancient, yet immediately present, words of the Psalmist can be 
sensed, such that even now we can hear those words speaking into the depths 
of who we are: ‘The Lord is my Shepherd…Even though I walk through the 
darkest valley…Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me’. (Psalm 23) To read 
and to hear the words evokes a response in the very depths of our being. We 
are addressed by God and the Psalm offers to us words of response: ‘Even 
though I walk through the darkest valley…I fear no evil’. ‘Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me…and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord’. Wherever we 
find ourselves today, the Lord speaks to us and graciously offers us words of 
response. We pray: 
 
Gracious Lord 
And faithful Shepherd, 
Lead us to the place of your presence 
And speak to us your word that brings life. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Lord 
And faithful Shepherd, 
Lead us to the place of still waters  
And restore our troubled souls. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 



Gracious Lord 
And faithful Shepherd, 
Lead us on the paths of righteousness 
And deliver us from evil. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Lord 
And faithful Shepherd, 
Lead us through the valley of shadows 
And bring us to the place of safety. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Lord 
And faithful Shepherd, 
Lead us to the place where the table is renewed  
And the cup overflows for all. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Lord 
And faithful Shepherd, 
Lead us to the place where goodness and mercy abide 
And to the house of the Lord forever. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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