Call to Prayer: Sunday 14" February 2021
Prayer @ 7pm

In the Gospel of Mark, we find the disciples of Jesus journeying with him and
experiencing something which they struggle to comprehend and express. Jesus
takes Peter, James and John to ‘a high mountain’ and there he is ‘transfigured
before them’ in the company of Elijah and Moses. How do the disciples respond?
Peter, as ever, makes an attempt to respond but truly he ‘did not know what to
say, for they were terrified’. (Mark 9: 2-9)

In the midst of all we face at this time, we are confronted by that for which
nothing has truly prepared us as a society. As the experience of Lockdown
continues, we are learning a great deal about the strengths and weaknesses of
our society. As we do so, we are coming to understand that the future will not
simply be a reversion to the ‘normal’ of the past.

As the disciples struggle to comprehend what they see before their eyes, they
are overshadowed by the presence of God and hear the words of affirmation:
‘This is my Son, the Beloved, listen to him!” Then, in an instant, ‘when they
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus’. As we
journey into the future, we do so in the company of the One who transforms our
present and who invites us to share in the promise of the coming Kingdom of
God. We pray:

Living God,

Speak to us in the place where we are today
And make your presence known.

Speak to us the words of affirmation

That we may know that we are loved by you.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,
Speak to us in the place where we are today;
Even in the face of darkness.



Speak into the uncertainty of our times

And reassure us that you hold the future.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,

Speak to us in the place where we are today
And bring hope for days to come.

Speak words of comfort and of healing

And words of compassion for those who mourn.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,

Speak to us in the place where we are today,

That we might speak a word for our times.

Speak into the future that lies before us

And grant us grace as we seek to live out that future.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,

Speak to us in the place where we are today,

That we might hear again your voice.

Speak to us on the highest heights, and in the deepest depths,
And may we know, and be known by, the One whom you love.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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