Call to Prayer: Sunday 6" December 2020
2"4 Sunday in Advent
Prayer @ 7pm

‘Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.” God speaks and the word
spoken is a word of comfort to the people of God. The word is spoken to those
who feel that they are powerless and to those who are wearied and exhausted
by all that they have endured. Thereafter, the words of Isaiah take us out into
the wilderness and, if we listen with open hearts, we will find ourselves in that
place and hear a voice crying out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” Even in the wilderness, we
are called to prepare so that, in times to come, we might see the presence of
God renewed in our midst. (Isaiah 40: 1-11)

The words are taken up again in the beginning of the Gospel of Mark as a
messenger announces the coming of Jesus Christ. In every age, and in every
time, the words resonate if we listen with open hearts. (Mark 1: 1-8) God speaks
and the word spoken is a word of comfort for our age and our times. We
embrace and hold fast to the word spoken to us through our Saviour Jesus
Christ. We pray:

Living God,

In this season of Advent,

Speak to us words of comfort.

Speak that we might hear

And, as we do so, find comfort and strength renewed.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,

In this season of Advent,

Speak to us as we read the signs of the times.

Speak, that we might understand the times,

And know, even now, your presence restored in our midst.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



Living God,

In this season of Advent,

Speak to us in the wilderness.

Speak, even in the hard places,

And teach us to mark out the places where you have met with us.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,

In this season of Advent,

Speak to us that we might learn of the rough ground made level.
Speak of the rugged places made plain

And of the time when we shall hear it proclaimed again that the Lord is
coming!

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,

In this season of Advent,

Speak to the lonely and to the bereaved.

Speak to the anxious and to the fearful

And carry us as the shepherd carries the lamb, even Jesus Christ our Lord.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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