Call to Prayer: Sunday 11t July 2021
Prayer @ 7pm

What is the future shape of the society in which we live? To ask the question is
to invite any number of different answers and many of the answers will reflect
the uncertainty of the times. In all of our lives, there is perhaps a greater element
of uncertainty than there has been in previous years. Each of us will respond to
the challenges of our times in different ways and many will ponder the question
and ask: What does the future hold?

The Apostle Paul lived within the society of his time and offers us a vision of our
place within the world. That vision is shaped by an understanding of how we
share in the purpose and plan of the ‘God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ’.
We share in that understanding as those who have received the ‘promised Holy
Spirit’. Within this vision, we find that we are adopted as the children of God and
discover our place according to the purpose and plan of God. (Ephesians 1: 3-
14) If we cannot yet describe the future shape of our society, we know that,
whatever the future holds, we live as those whose destiny is shaped by the
purpose and plan of God. We pray:

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

You adopt us as your children

And include us within your purposes.

May we find our place in the world and purpose for our lives
As we respond to your gracious initiative in Christ.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

You adopt us as your children

And offer to us forgiveness.

May we know the healing power of forgiveness

And offer forgiveness according to the measure that we have been forgiven.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

You adopt us as your children

And make known your intention

To gather together all things in heaven and earth.

May our lives on earth reflect the life of the world that is to come.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

You adopt us as your children

And make known to us the word of truth.

May we always speak according to the truth

And may our words reflect the One who came to us full of grace and truth.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

You adopt us as your children

And seal us with the promised Holy Spirit

May we rediscover our place in the world and renew the purpose of our lives
As we receive the gracious gift of your Spirit.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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