Call to Prayer: Sunday 7" March 2021
Prayer @ 7pm

During these past months we have become used, or not as the case may be, to
living within much more circumscribed and defined spaces. As a consequence,
we might well have become more conscious of the locality in which we live.
Undoubtedly, the spaces that we inhabit and the places in which we live shape
us and mould us. Equally, there are particular places and spaces that we
associate with significant events and experiences. Space and place are woven
into the rhythm of life.

In each of the four Gospels there are accounts of the cleansing of the Temple in
Jerusalem. In the Gospel of John, Jesus journeys to that particular space within
that particular locality. (John 2: 13-22) He does so because it is the time of the
Passover and the journey he makes is one made in the company of the many
thousands who came to Jerusalem at that time. What does Jesus find? He finds
that the Temple space has become a “market-place” inhabited by sellers and
‘money-changers’. Those who object to his cleansing of the Temple demand to
know: “What sign can you show us for doing this?” In reply, Jesus speaks
prophetically of the destruction of “this temple”, by which he means himself,
and of being raised “in three days”.

In this sign, we see the presence of God embodied in the life of Jesus, and his
life, located in a particular place and time, opening our horizons to the God who
meets us in the place where we are today. We pray:

God of Space and Time,

Meet us in the place where we are today.

Meet us in the place where we are

And transform us by the presence of your Son.

In this place, may we encounter the One who embodies your love.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of Space and Time,

Meet us in the place where we are today.
Meet us at the break of day

And be with us in all that lies before us.



In the place in which we live, may we see life renewed.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of Space and Time,

Meet us in the place where we are today.

Meet us in the place of suffering

And bring your healing presence among us.

In the place of suffering, enable us to reach out to those beside us.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of Space and Time,

Meet us in the place where we are today.

Meet us in the place of sorrow

And bring your light into our darkness.

In the place of sorrow, may we become bearers of your light.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of Space and Time,

Meet us in the place where we are today.

Meet us in the rhythm of life

And renew hope within us.

In the community in which we live, may we bear witness to the God of hope.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of Space and Time,

Meet us in the place where we are today.

Meet us at the close of day

And be with us through the night.

Keep us safe and bring us to the dawn of a new day.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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