Call to Prayer: Sunday 8" November 2020
Prayer @ 7pm

The season of Remembrance invites us, at one and the same time, to look back
and to look forward. As we look back, we recall those who have gone before us
and, on a broader scale, the human tragedies that have scarred our world. The
tragedy of human conflict continues to scar the lives of so many at this time and
so our act of remembrance has an immediate resonance in present times. As we
look forward, we affirm the living hope that is founded in the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. In affirming this hope, we resolve to live our lives shaped by
that hope and so our resolve has an immediate resonance in present times.
Remembrance of the past and hope for the future shape our lives in the present.

In the Gospel of Matthew, we hear of what it is to live as those who pray ‘thy
Kingdom come’ and who anticipate the coming of the Kingdom. Jesus said: ‘You
have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbour and hate your
enemy.” But | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven.’ (5: 43-45 a)) In these
challenging times, we are invited to embrace the teaching of Jesus anew and to
live in the present as those whose lives are shaped by ‘the life of the world to
come’. We pray:

Living God,

We come before you

To look back and to remember.

In our remembrance,

We give thanks for the lives of those who have gone before us
And who have shaped the world in the light of your Kingdom.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,

We come before you

To look forward and to affirm

The hope founded in the resurrection our Lord Jesus Christ.
May we journey hopefully in these times



And live lives shaped in the light of your Kingdom.

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Living God,

We come before you

To remember those whose lives have been scarred
By past conflicts.

Grant to us grace to live as peacemakers

And strength to break down the barriers of division.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,

We come before you

As we journey forward

And face the challenges of our times.

Grant to us that we may live

As those whose lives are shaped by the life of the world to come.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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