
Call to Prayer: Sunday 10th January 2021 

Prayer @ 7pm 

 

As we journey into the year to come, we find ourselves once more in a desert 

place and in that place there are many who are deeply uncertain as to what the 

year will bring. At this time, there are many who feel locked out of the pattern 

that has previously shaped their lives and the absence of that pattern can be 

profoundly unsettling. Yet even in the most uncertain of times, there are moments 

of discovery, and rediscovery, where we are shaped by a new pattern. As this 

takes place, we are renewed and affirmed as those who are made in the image of 

God. 

 

The Gospel of Mark opens by taking us to a desert place and in that desert place 

there takes place a renewal signified in baptism which marks the beginning of 

new life. Indeed, Jesus Christ himself comes to the waters of the River Jordan to 

be baptised. As he does so, he hears the words of affirmation: ‘You are my Son, 

whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’ (Mark 1: 4-11) In our own desert place, 

may we find renewal, affirmation and the living presence of God. We pray: 

 

Living God, 

Be with us in the desert place 

And renew us as those who are made in your image. 

Hear us as we call to you 

And answer our cry. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Living God, 

Be with us in the desert place 

And meet us in the place of suffering. 

Hear us as we call to you 

And bring healing to the broken. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

Living God, 



Be with us in the desert place 

And come beside those who are sorrowing. 

Hear us as we call to you 

And have compassion upon us.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Living God, 

Be with us in the desert place 

And lead us to the places of discovery and rediscovery. 

Hear us as we call to you 

And reshape the pattern of our lives. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Living God, 

Be with us in the desert place 

And may we know that Christ is with us. 

Hear us as we call to you 

And lead us to the place where we hear your word of affirmation. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
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