CALL TO PRAYER: SUNDAY 13 September 2020
Prayer @ 7pm

‘Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us’. The language of
forgiveness is integral to the Lord’s Prayer and to the rhythm of the Christian
life. Forgiveness is integral to our relationship with the God who forgives and
grants to us the possibility of a new beginning. In response, we are called to
forgive others. Forgiveness speaks to us about the renewal of relationships that
have been broken. In so doing, it takes us to a place where pain has been
experienced and healing is necessary. The word of forgiveness offers the
possibility of healing and renewal.

The Apostle Peter asks a question that many of us have asked: Are there limits
on the number of times you have to forgive? The question is a good one to ask
because, humanly speaking, forgives is not easy. In response, Jesus tells a
parable about mercy and forgiveness and the summary of it is that; we should
forgive from the depth of our heart because we have been forgiven from the
depths of the heart of God. (Matthew 18: 21-35) We pray:

God of forgiveness,

We thank you that love abides in the depths of your heart
And that you will to forgive us through Jesus Christ.
Knowing this to be so, we cry out to you.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of forgiveness,

We thank you that you know our hearts
And that you accept us as we are.

We turn to you in the hope of forgiveness.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



God of forgiveness,

We thank you that your promise is sure

And that there is forgiveness with you.

We embrace you, knowing that you have already embraced us.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of forgiveness,

Create in us a pure heart,

That we might love more deeply all who are made in your image.

As we have been embraced by you, we embrace the world of your creation.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of forgiveness,

May love abide in our hearts as it abides in the depths of your heart.
As we have been forgiven through Jesus Christ,

May we celebrate this gift in the company of all your people.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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