CALL TO PRAYER: SUNDAY 25 October 2020
Prayer @ 7pm

The question asked of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew is simple: ‘Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?’ (22: 36) It is a part of a series of
questions asked of Jesus and the purpose of the questions is to ‘entrap him’. (22:
15) At this point we might ask: How many commandments are there in the Law
of Moses? In an ancient tradition, the answer is 613 and in the 12" Century a
great Rabbi of the time set out the 613 commandments in detail. In other words:
Answering the question that Jesus is asked is potentially difficult and complex.
How do we make sense of so many laws and regulations? The answer that Jesus
gives takes us to the heart of the commandments: ‘You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind...You shall
love your neighbour as yourself.” (22: 37-39) In his summary, Jesus says:
Everything hangs on these two commandments. (22: 40)

In a society necessarily shaped by law and regulation, the answering of questions
in relation to them can at times seem potentially difficult and complex. In the
midst of the complexity, we hear again the commandments to love God and
neighbour and affirm that everything hangs on these two as our indispensable
guide. We pray:

Lord our God,

We turn to you,

As the One who has spoken in times past,

And ask that that you would speak to us in times present.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord our God,

In our response,

We listen for your Word

And the call to love you with heart and soul and mind.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



Lord our God,

In the living out of our response,

We offer all that we are,

Knowing you have given all through Christ our Lord.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord our God,

We turn to you,

As the One who has made us in your image,

And who makes our neighbour in that same image.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord our God,

In our response,

We journey with our neighbour

And seek to love them as you command.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord our God,

In the living out of our response,

We stand together with our neighbour,

Knowing you stand together with us through Christ our Lord.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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