Call to Prayer: Sunday 9*" May 2021
Prayer @ 7pm

In the Gospel of John, the ‘new commandment’ to ‘love one another’ transforms
the idea of a ‘commandment’. In fulfilling the ‘new commandment’, we are
called to give of ourselves in order that we might follow the pattern and example
of Jesus. We love because we have first of all been loved and to do so is a mark
that we are a disciple of Jesus. (John 13: 34-35)

The ‘commandment’ to ‘love one another’ is taken up again in the Gospel and
we see that the love of Jesus expressed to us is a love that flows from God: ‘As
the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love.” As an illustration
of the ‘commandment’, Jesus says: ‘No one has greater love than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.” To be loved by God, though Jesus, is to be
changed by the experience of being loved. As we are embraced and affirmed,
we are changed and called a ‘friend’ of the One who has loved us and given his
life for us. (John 15: 9-17)

In our fragile world, we are called to follow the pattern of Jesus and to love
because we ourselves have first been loved. We pray:

Living God,

You call us to love because we have first of all been loved.
May we know that love abides in you

And is expressed in your love for the world.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,

You call us to love because we have first of all been loved.

May we know the depth of your love

In the contemplation of the life and death and resurrection of your Son.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



Living God,

You call us to love because we have first of all been loved.
May we hear the call to live by a new commandment

And so bear the mark of a disciple.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,

You call us to love because we have first of all been loved.
May we know what it is to be embraced and affirmed

And called a friend of the One who has given his life for us.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,

You call us to love because we have first of all been loved.
May we, who have been embraced and affirmed,

Reach out to the lonely that they might know true friendship.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God,

You call us to love because we have first of all been loved.

May we know the abiding presence of your love

In the life we share in the community of the Risen and Ascended Lord.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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