Call to Prayer: Sunday 28" February 2021
Prayer @ 7pm

There are times in the Gospels when it is clear that the disciples of Jesus have
real difficulty in understanding his teaching. On one such occasion, Jesus speaks
openly about what lies before him and afterwards Peter ‘took him aside and
began to rebuke him’. (Mark 8: 31-32) Peter is clear that death and resurrection
are not part of that future and, as he speaks, it is equally clear that he has not
yet understood the way that Jesus must take.

There are times in the past months when all of us have had real difficulty in
understanding the challenges faced within our society and across the globe. We
have been unclear as to what the future holds and the path to be taken. In all of
this, we have not been alone.

As the Gospel account unfolds, Jesus gathers the crowd around him and invites
them to ‘take up their cross and follow me’. (Mark 8: 34) As we journey into the
future and follow the path taken by Jesus, we know that we are not alone. We
journey in the way of the cross and in the hope of the resurrection. We pray:

God of hope,

Be with us as we journey into the future that lies before us.
Be with us through your Son

Who has journeyed in the way of the Cross.

Grant to us grace and faith that we might follow him.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of hope,

Be with us as we journey into the future that lies before us.
In all we face,

Be near to us, and all whom we love,

And guard us safe in your presence.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



God of hope,

Be with us as we journey into the future that lies before us.
Be with those who fear this day

And who struggle to see the future.

Lead us from the darkness into your light.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of hope,

Be with us as we journey into the future that lies before us.
Be with those who grieve this day

And who feel bereft of comfort.

In your compassion, be near to them.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of hope,

Be with us as we journey into the future that lies before us.

In all that is faced by our society today,

Grant wisdom, insight and understanding

To those who are called to govern our nation and act on our behalf.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of hope,

Be with us as we journey into the future that lies before us.
Be with us through your Son

Whose journey in the way of the Cross

Yields the hope of the Resurrection.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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