Call to Prayer: Sunday 15" November 2020
Prayer @ 7pm

‘Well done, good and faithful servant!’ In the Gospel of Matthew, these words
are spoken to the servants who have wisely used the talents entrusted to them.
In our reading of the Parable of the Talents, we remember that the meaning of
the word ‘talent’ has subtly changed. Originally, the reference is to a measure of
weight and we learn from this that the weight of money entrusted to the
servants is considerable indeed. In our contemporary reading, we are more apt
to think of ‘talent’ in terms of gift and ability, and we read and mark this subtle
distinction carefully. (Matthew 25: 14-30)

In these unprecedented times, we are conscious of the very considerable
investment that has been made in sustaining the community and society of
which we are a part. In facing the challenges that are before us, we are again
conscious of the work of those who seek, on a daily basis, to renew the health
and well-being of our community and society. We act with them and pray for
them. Indeed, we are all called to use that which has been entrusted to us to
serve and bear witness to the love, grace and mercy of God. We do so trusting
that, at the last, we shall hear the words: ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!’
We pray:

Faithful God

And giver of all good gifts,

We thank you for the gift of life entrusted to us

And for the knowledge that we are made in your image.

In these times, may we bear witness to the gift you have given to us.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Faithful God

And giver of all good gifts,

We thank you for the gift of family and of friendship

And for the companions who join us on the way.

In the community in which we share, renew the ties that bind us together.
Lord, in your mercy,



Hear our prayer.

Faithful God

And giver of all good gifts,

We thank you for those who serve within our community and society
And who, by their work, sustain our common life.

In these times, strengthen and renew them in all they do,

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Faithful God

And giver of all good gifts,

We thank you that you call us to serve and to bear witness

To your love, grace and mercy.

In the community of the faithful, may we never forget this calling.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Faithful God

And giver of all good gifts,

We thank you for all those who through their talent,

And by their research, give hope to the world.

In these times, may we share generously the fruit of that hope.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Faithful God

And giver of all good gifts,

We thank you that you reveal your life to us

In the community of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

In the life to come, may we hear: ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!’
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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