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How many times have members of your congregation visited Heart & Soul in the last 8 years? 
 

 
 
 
What was the last year you attended? 
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What three things do you feel have had the most impact upon members of your congregation during the 
event? 
 

Answer Choices Responses 

Worship 12.20% 46 

Musical Acts 24.67% 93 

Congregational Stories told through displays 12.20% 46 

Christian Organisation Support & Inspiration through displays 10.88% 41 

Conversation 9.55% 36 

Youth Events 28.12% 106 

Activities for children 30.77% 116 

I haven't been to Heart & Soul so cannot comment 13.79% 52 

In conversation tent 23.08% 87 

Other (please specify) 27.32% 103 

 Answered 377 

 Skipped 0 
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What three things have had Most impact (other responses) 
 

 As a member of the International Presbytery I only attend when I am at the GA.  Useful to meet people 
from other churches. 

 availability of members of the various church committees 

 Being able to talk to people from General Trustees etc 

 Bookshop 

 Bumping into old friends 

 Christians meeting together and advertising their faith to the wider public  

 Congregation with other members of the Church of Scotland.  We tend to only attend our own church.  It's 
nice to meet people from other congregations.   

 Definately the WMC area - meeting overseas guests, world music, opportunity for us to engage with the 
public 

 Didnt enjoy the event 

 Don't think it's really had much impact 

 friends they have bumped into 

 Have never attended 

 I can't say Ionly went because I was helping in atent 

 i don't know as i don't attend church  

 I'm sorry that too few have been there to be impacted. 

 In our previous vacancy our team advertised by wearing purple T-shirt’s and spoke to almost all ministers 
present. We had a great day  

 It hasn’t had a huge impact to be honest 

 It is a great way to involve the greater public and to have conversations with other congregations and 
church members from all over the country. 

 Knowing about organisations and departments and what they do 

 Meeting other people 

 Meeting people, the atmosphere and being part of a Christian Family 

 most have not been; no significant impact 

 Networking and information 

 Opportunities to chat with others over a cuppa 

 Personally it's the worship, meeting others and seeing what's happening in other parts of Scotland 

 Range of church work on display 

 See answer to Q1. 

 Sense of the Church coming together 

 Solar pump for Malawi fruit 

 stalls of organisations, congregations and church departments 

 The large physical gathering of members of the Church and its presence in society 

 The member who has attended Heart & Soul was impressed by the variety of activities on display. 

 The number of people from so many churches 

 The sense of shared fellowship and purpose that comes from being part of an event such as Heart & Soul. 

 Unaware of any 

 Welcoming and friendship 

 What is "In conversation tent"?? Heart & Soul Swing Band is a great draw, as is Fischy Music. It's an 
opportunity to hear what happens in 121 which I have heard referred to as "The Kremlin" in some 
quarters. Information on Priorty Areas and Go For It funding. 

 when  we had a preach as wella s worship at the closing event 
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We would love to hear a story about the impact a part of Heart & Soul has had upon you or your 
congregation. If you are able, please share one with us. 
 

 A few parents took a larger group of kids form Sunday school. The kids were really interested in seeing 
everything - and particularly enjoyed Fischy Music. 

 A member of one of our partner church took the idea back to his church in the Czech republic and had a 
mini h&S 

 As I live in the Highlands, the congregations I am involved with are not able to attend Heart & Soul as it is 
too far to travel 

 As we were not attending in 2018 we organised a lunch after Morning Worship and watched the event 
live.  We were delighted that nearly 60 folk attended and enjoyed the occasion. 

 At the third event we had a tent telling our church's story. Good for us in the planning, as well as a great 
day. 

 Because I am from a Rural Congregation it is a very powerful way to connect and experience the wider 
church. 
 
It is informative. Makes us feel proud to be part of the wider church. others do things we cant and so it 
helps us feel part of that and therefore also involved.  

 Been able to see the scope of the CofS work across Scotland and the world  

 Being able to potter around the different tents and just see the sheer volume of good work going on has 
really encouraged members to go back and start their own ideas. 

 Being able to talk about the glebe has been useful to the congregation this year 

 Being prayed for and the conversation with folk I met 

 Can't comment specifically. 

 Congregations enthused by participating in our Presbytery tent 

 Convince visitors that there are Churches south of the border and specifically two in London. Some are 
very surprised! 

 Did not make a positive impact 

 Encourage others to attend. 

 face to face contact with Christian Aid, and other organisations, and teh ability to have a conversation, 
rtaher than read a report 

 Feeling part of the wide church  

 Felt inspired  

 Fischy Music has inspired members of my congregation to use their material in Messy Church and boy, has 
it been useful! 

 Fischy Music was a great success and the families really looked forward to seeing them.   

 For me the youth choir that had been brought together at a weeks camp.  Scripture union I think . It has 
always 
 
Choirs have always been a passion of mine as there is so much benefit from singing for those listening and 
those participating  . I know a lot of people who have become Christians because of a particular hymn or 
music .     

 For me, realising that there is an international aspect that Heart & Soul is part of. 

 For our congregation it a good opportunity to remind people that our building is not just a historic 
building but a place of worship.   For both those who represent the church and those who engage with 
them it mean that we remember Christ at our heart. 

 Good, encouraging discussion with folk from Dalgety Bay parish church, including developments and 
activities underway. 

 Great to meet with people from all over the church  

 Great to see the range of engagement of church of Scotland and such an inspiring festival feel with lots of 
people enjoying the day 

 H&S had not real impact. It was interesting but not much more. 
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 Having talked with Dalgety Bay at their stand we were encouraged to form a men's fellowship. It took 
some time but our first well attended session was held today 19 December! 

 I am unable to say that Heart & Soul has had any impact upon my congregation. It has had no impact 
whatever upon me. It left the member who attended thinking "C'est magnifique, mais ce n'est pas la 
guerre". 

 I appreciated conversations with congregants from other churches. 

 I bring our teenagers each year and they like to get free stuff and acitivitses  

 I enjoyed meeting members of the different departments of the Church in an informal setting 

 I enjoyed the worship at the end of the day, the songs sung by so many voices, an insprirational 
experience! 

 I feel it brings together other churches together  

 I have not attended but from what I have heard the fellowship experienced at this event has been really 
encouraging. 

 I haven’t been and haven’t heard any stories from those who have attended, sorry 

 I love seeing what is going on in churches around Scotland and being inspired by stories of Christians 
serving their communities.  
 
It is always encouraging to feel part of the Church of Scotland family and meet up with others I know from 
different congregations. 
 
Taking part in the worship at the Ross bandstand always challenges, renews and encourages me. 

 I love the atmosphere of the closing praise at the bandstand, when everyone comes together to share 
uplifting singing in the open air.  I feel that it gives hope for the future of the church to see so many 
people, young and old, participating.   

 I love the fact that it's so professional, joyful, popular, crowded, full of energy and it's organised by CofS. 
I'm proud that we can pull off something like this. 

 I loved being with Christians walking up and down listening to lots of conversations. 

 I personally had no idea that the National Youth Assembly existed for young people my age and it wasn't 
until I attended last year I found out about it. I attended this year and thoroughly enjoyed it and will 
definitely be attending next year. I also saw the in conversation this year with the moderator Ross greer 
and also Robin downie too it was extremely interesting and and excellent event. Will definitely attend 
next year.  

 I think heart and soul is a good day out. If a large group is going it enables those less able to go along and 
see what the church is doing not only in Scotland but globally. One particularly elderly member only goes 
up town once a year because she likes to see what's going on and there are folk with her that can help 
her. It also enables the wider church to feel a little bit involved in General Assembly. 

 I think its the fellowship and camaraderie that is displayed through the tents and the ability for small 
congregations to feel welcomed and part of the family of the Church of Scotland  

 I think the important impact of Heart and Soul is displaying the work and witness of the church to the 
general non-church going public to see what is being done 

 I think the realisation that there are many different styles and ways of being church within the Church of 
Scotland encouraged members of the congregation to try new things more willingly - and they brought 
back ideas to try out for themselves. 

 I think the sharing of the event and bringing back ideas has been good 

 I was able to meet up with Deacons in my dicernment period & hear more about their work. Heart & soul 
is an uplifting & inspiring afternoon. 

 I was amazed at the number and variety of displays in the tents and the number of like-minded people 
there.  It was interesting to find out about work that goes on at a National/International level and also to 
see what other churches are doing and what other organisations provide.  The worship at the end was 
very uplifting. 

 I went to support those I. The Diaconal Tenet though was not a member of Assembly. I met others in the 
same position - but perhaps your questionnaire is specifically for those attending the Assembly. Everyone I 
spoke to,was impressed by the friendliness and ease of conversations 

 I'm not a member of the Kirk Session and am not aware of any specific impact. 
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 In 2016, talking to members of a congregation from Kirkaldy, I became aware of The Climate Challenge 
Fund. This has had a huge impact on bringing our congregation together to face many environmental 
challenges, improve our impact upon the environment and bring improvements to our Church through 
valuable grants from CCF 

 In the media before General Assembly there's always negative stories about the church- for example, as I 
remember, about bullying at 121.  The impression given is that the Church is in a mess.  But my girst visit 
to Heart and Soul, perhaos 2012 gave me zn insight into a healthy dynamic and engaged church through 
organisations.  It eas so piwerful.  And it took me over 3 hours to walk galf the length of Princes Strert and 
i think i met everybody i haveever known !! 

 It can help if you are looking for new ideas. 

 It doesn’t appeal, sorry. 

 it gave us creative ideas 

 It has encouraged our volunteers to engage with more young people through the setting up of a Messy 
Church style event. 

 It has made members who have gone along on the Sunday afternoon feel they are part of something 
bigger.  They have been encouraged by the stories of other congregations 

 It hasn't 

 It inspired our congregation to have a quiet prayer corner in church for private prayer. 

 It is a place to meet and share 

 It is an afternoon that let's you see the bigger picture that there is lots of Christian people about. It 
provides lots of information and it's an afternoon of refreshment.  

 It is encouraging to meet so many people and discuss so many aspects of the life of the Church. 

 It is good to hear other congregations stories! 

 it made our congregation feel part of the National Church  

 It was a warm heart if the Church of Scotland  

 It was fantastic when The Princess Royal talked to members of PEEK - they were buzzing about it for 
weeks afterwards. 

 It was so useful for me as Session Clerk to chat t members of the Legal Team, just before the new GDPR 
launch date. Great to speak to people face to face 

 It wasn't particularly relevant for me, but I could see how much it meant to my nephew, having been part 
of the late, lamented Children's Assembly, to hear Fischy Music and meet up with friends again 

 It's a really uplifting event 

 just an affirmation that the church is very much alive and working in various and creative ways 

 Just enjoyable day for congregation - I wouldn’t describe it in terms of lasting impact. 

 Just generally feeling part of something bigger 

 Just generally meeting people from similar situations and sharing stories. 

 Just love feeling part of the Worship at the close of the afternoon 

 knowing there is support for those involved in the NYA 

 Learning of a drop-in for homeless in a congregation impacted on myself, as we were about to set one up 
in our own church 

 Loved hearing the stories of the early women in ministry in conjunction with the celebration of the 
Ordination of women. 

 Loved the fellowship as we walked around 

 Making contact with church people from other places 

 Meeting charity organisations face to face and hearing their stories 

 Meeting others from outwith our Presbytery 

 Meeting people from other congregations with stories to share and ideas we have taken away 

 Meeting people I seldom see in person and finding myself worshipping alongside them.  

 Meeting with like minded people and finding out they do things  

 Meeting with others from churches across Scotland can be inspirational.  Sharing our churches story with 
others is great. 

 Members if our congregation haven't attended.  It is to far away 
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 Met members who had moved on to another part of the country 

 Met others from near and far. 

 My elder went for the first time and came back amazed that the church was involved in so much. 

 My friend and I attended the first Heart & Soul and we were so uplifted that day, we left on a high and full 
of enthusiasm  

 No particular story.  Just a sense of encouragement 

 No specific story, just general positive feedback 

 None what-so-ever as our minister attended General Assembly each year, and so no elders ever got the 
opportunity until 2018. If we heard about Heart & Soul it was only as an aside. 

 Not sure you should be aiming at congregations rather than the unchurched 

 Nothing of significance I’m afraid.  

 One member had never been to a similar Church event before and she spoke of the joy of being able to 
meet other church members from around the country, speak to them, and hear their stories. The member 
has now been to other large scale Christian events and Heart & Soul is credited by her of ‘lighting a fire 
within her’ and ‘seeing there is more than just our congregation’. 

 one of our congregation has made a "Heart and Soul" ornament for the garden 

 Our congregation had a stand at Heart and Soul in 2013, 5 years after our union of three congregations. 
Working together to create our display and make gifts to hand out to visitors had a huge positive impact 
as people came together and got to know each other better. The excitement on the day was fantastic - 
the feeling of being part of a vibrant, loving community was intense. It has had a lasting impact on 
relationships within the congregation. 

 Our Congregation is in Huntly! 
 
Heart & Souls is too far away 

 Our congregation took part one year (prior to me being called).  All who took part still talk about what 
they did and the conversations that were generated that day. 

 Our nominating committee took part in Lanark tent and went all out to fill our vacancy. Through wearing 
T-shirt printed with info we found it a great icebreaker and loved speaking to people. Led to great 
fellowship within our wee team.  

 Our young people meeting other enthusiastic young people.  

 Outdoor worship was the most inspiring thing. 

 Over the years St Columba's, London has had a presence at Heart & Soul via a London Churches tent, a 
Presbytery of England tent and the Scots in Great War London tent (2018.) It has proved bot a link to 
former members now resident in Scotland and widened awareness of the Church of Scotland's existence 
in England. 

 People drawing closer together getting to know one another in new ways 

 Preparing to tell our story brought 3 recently united - and until then still disparate - congregations 
together. It gave us a common cause, a shared experience and a lasting story 

 Received ideas for future development 

 Reminder of, and encouragement in seeing, the breadth and extent of the work of C of S, rather than a 
particular part of H & S 

 Sadly very few of the congrgation have attended and the minister never has despite living close to 
Edinburgh. The 2 of us who regularly attend have found inspiration, reassurance, prayer support, the 
opportunity to catch up with old friends and last year arranged a speaker for a presbytery training event. 

 Seeing all the Church does and is in involved with in one place inspired folk 

 Seeing congregational stories has given ideas to try - and the realisation that often they're not rocket 
science. 

 Seeing the church interact with other organisations and feeling free to ask questions to folks like nya with 
feeling under pressure 

 shared awareness of activities in wider church 

 Shared inspiration on musical diversity in discussion in KS and worship team 

 Sharing a trip with young people to a large event where there is a lot going on. 
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 Sharing time together 

 simply the pleasure of being at such an event in Princes Street Gardens and the opportunity to meet 
people from different congregations and different parts of the country 

 Some of our young folk sing in one of the choirs (SU) that have participated in recent years, which they 
enjoy.  Beyond that, it is difficult to discern any positive impact of note.  Our congregation took a stand in 
2017 at significant cost and effort to ourselves, and while this was well received on the day, we are not 
aware that anything further came of it. 

 Sorry but I cannot think of anything. I can only speak for myself but I enjoy speaking to folk and catching 
up with old friends 

 Taking a tent to share what we do as our ministry to people with memory issues has encouraged 
participation in the event and brining folk from outside agencies who share with us in our project has also 
changed their view of the church. When asked “has this changed your view of church?” One answer was 

“100%” 😊 

 That children's events were free at point of delivery - much appreciated.  

 The 'In conversation tent' was a memorable feature of 2018. Real stories to share and be shared in an 
open and exciting way 

 The ability to speak to other people from other congregations and learn about the Councils of the Church 

 The advent of a possible regional Heart and Soul Choirs 

 The bandstand service was very uplifting 

 The children really enjoyed the Spill the Beans tent.  I particularly love the whole atmosphere of Heart & 
Soul in the Capital - it is very aptly named and has a very spiritual tone. 

 The enthusiasm and the number of children and young adults 

 The event didn't really inspire us 

 The event is a tremendous chance to give a sense of the wider national church through meeting old 
friends and new. It is also a great source of ideas and connections, and can often lead to insights into how 
our local church life can be enriched.  

 The feeling of coming together as one church, and meeting with and hearing the stories from people. 

 The impact for me was that the H&S event was more about patting the CofS on the back rather than 
focusing on Jesus. I felt the stalls etc were about look at me rather than look at Jesus. 

 The lack of enthusiasm in my church leadership to think of organising transport to this, and because of the 
lateness of our Sunday service there is not enough time for individuals to travel through.  

 The main thing that has come back is that if you aren't with someone who is known and who knows what 
all the Church jargon means then it is a difficult thing to get into.  

 The members of the congregation who visited Heart and Soul were inspired and uplifted by the worship 
time most of all. 

 The number of people with an earlier connection with the congregation who have moved away over the 
years and who wanted to reminisce with current members about the influences which affected them and 
shaped their faith. 

 The overall outreach of Church of Scotland 

 the story of a churches Prayer Shawl ministry which inspired us to start our own group, which others have 
now copied.  

 The Tent of Lament, run by Liberton Kirk in 2014, was very powerful.  It was a great leveller - for those 
inside and outside the church and everyone from royalty to passers by wanted to explore. 

 The way many different church people are eager to share their ideas  

 The worship at the end of the day. 

 The worship service at the end was special. It seemed like a big crowd who ordinarily may prefer different 
styles of worship but at the end all seemed willing to join in with different styles in that end of the day 
worship service. 

 The Worship, the live drama and the bubbles used during the singing.  Worship in the midst of a busy 
shopping area.  Brilliant  

 The year that we had a live link from Lochaber, when members joining in the worship via screen in Fort 
William, realised they were looking on a screen at a screen in Edinburgh with readings from members of 
Lochaber presbytery was a great illustration of our connectedness. 
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 This is not a story but a comment that I was made aware of the breadth of style of worship and how the 
church has changed in its wordhip. 

 Those who attended have asked if perhaps it may have reached its sell by date 

 Those who went were astounded at the variety of different churches within our land 

 Those who went were most encouraged by being part of something bigger and hearing what is happening 
elsewhere 

 Through Heart and Soul we were able to promote our vacancy 

 Unable to comment as I haven't attended any of the events 

 Unexpectedly met friends. 

 Upon me, building my faith 

 Very little as we are so far away from Edinburgh that it is only commissioners to the GA that attend. 

 Very uplifting and encouraging, a great highlight of the week of Aseembly - fantastic warm friendly 
atmosphere. Feeling of being welcome and at home with the wider church family 

 Was good to speak to the legal department rep. Also Sactuary First. 

 We arranged with Hugh Pym to come and talk at Remembrance about Scots in great war london 

 We brought a stone from our church and took away one from another church. Making a connection then 
finding more links unexpectedly was lovely.  

 We brought our Youth Group to Edinburgh for H&S, and they were enthused by the event, shows and 
activities. 

 We manage to involve 2 C of S congregations an Episcopalian congregation and a deaf congregation 
inviting children to think about the future of their city and of God's world.   

 We were ale to strike up a productive relationship with a Christian agency/charity that had displayed at 
H&S. 

 Working with other congregations in the Presbytery tent 

 World Mission creative opportunities have engaged the imagination for following through during worship 
activities.  

 World Mission Jigsaw and postcards depicting partners photograph with one sentence. 

 Worship is the main thing people seem to talk about 

 Youth event this year had huge impact on our youth fellowship, they loved LZ7. 
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What three things do you feel have had the least impact upon members of your congregation during the 
event?  
 

Answer Choices Responses 

Worship 12.20% 46 

Musical Acts 24.67% 93 

Congregational Stories told through displays 12.20% 46 

Christian Organisation Support & Inspiration through displays 10.88% 41 

Conversation 9.55% 36 

Youth Events 28.12% 106 

Activities for children 30.77% 116 

I haven't been to Heart & Soul so cannot comment 13.79% 52 

In conversation tent 23.08% 87 

Other (please specify) 27.32% 103 

 Answered 377 

 Skipped 0 
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What three things had the least impact (other) 
 

 A lot of the stuff for young people seems very tokenistic, last year they were very much pushed out of the 
way I felt  

 Again, all fine, but nothing has had a huge impact or otherwise 

 All 

 All had an impact in their own way 

 All have been enjoyable and play a part 

 All have their place - don't feel I can answer this as one person completing this survey 

 all of it has an impact 

 All of the above 

 All things have had impact and I couldn't say which have had least impact - all positive, no negative 

 All useful, those attending were of wide age range 

 all valuable I think 

 Although congregational stories had least impact that is not to say that they should be ommitted 

 As I was on my own, I couldn't really choose anything that was not well done 

 Being on a stall has been good 

 Can’t think of 3  

 Cannot comment. I have not heard much about it beyond the weeks immediately following and certainly 
no adverse comments 

 Congregation hasn't attended  

 Didn't have a chance to access everything 

 Didn't visit In conversation tent 

 Difficult question to answer - as not always the same people who go along and each have different 
interests and been challenged by different things 

 Distance for my congregation is a problem, and cost of congregational display tents 

 Don't think anything has had that much impact, so hard to quantify what has been the least.  

 Don't think I could specify 3 things. 

 Events held outside of the main area - many who have attended do not know Edinburgh and therefore 
have no idea how to get to some of these places - also, transport and parking can be difficult. 

 Everything about Heart and Soul has some kind of impact. 

 Everything has been good 

 Flyers!! You should ban pieces of paper at H&S. People just put them in the bin! 

 Have valued all areas of 'Heart and Soul' 

 heavy leaflet pushing !! 

 I don't know as no one has commented on the event 

 I don't think anything had a negative impact - some were touched by each of the above events and shared 
their stories with the congregation 

 I find it difficult to pick 3 - I am responding as an individual who went alone twice and one other time with 
others as we were taking part in a tent display - we had no children with us. 

 I think all of the above are worthwhile 

 I think its impact is different for everyone, and so its diversity is in part its strength 

 I was the soul member of our congregation, but I shared the worship and some of the conversations also 
the Youth Assembley 

 I've not heard any negative comments about H&S in my congregation 

 It all had an impact  

 It is difficult to say the impact on others.  As an individual I would not like to say that any of these had no 
impact 

 Ithink they all play a part in the event 

 members have seldom come   
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 most of H&S 

 Most of the congregation have not attended and dont support anything they see as being 'of 121'. So sad. 

 Must have missed 'Conversation Tent' Unsure what it is 

 No children attended as too far to travel 

 none as all displays etc were of great value 

 none each have had their own impact 

 None of the congregation have been so I can't comment. 

 Normally it would be the end worship but in 2018 that was considered to have far less impact than in 
other years 

 Not prepared to be critical because it is a very well organised occasion 

 not relevant 

 Poor turnout from congregation as not easy access 

 Possibly it was the worship that was most inspiring. I’m not convinced by the various tents - what is the 
point of the tents? Are they a vital part of Heart and Soul and / or are they a way of offsetting the cost of 
running the event. I’m aware that I’m asking questions here without suggesting many answers. 

 Rory but I don’t think there was anything negative . It was all useful really depending on where your 
interest is  

 See answer to Q1. 

 Some displays do it well others dont. Maybe a standard set for expectations.  

 Sorry to allude to anything 

 Take it from Princess ST Gardens to a more accesble place so that it has more impact to the wider world  

 That isn't easy to answer. All aspects had an impact in some form. 

 the difficulty of persuading people to travel to it 

 The distance from us - ways to overcome this very welcome. 

 the whole event is excellent 

 the whole event was of interest. Sadly the conversation tent was packed but would have liked to have 
heard it. 

 The worship has sometimes been a bit dry 

 There was nothing that did not impact on someone so hard to answer. 

 There were no things that I considered irrelevant. 

 They have all been interesting.  

 Think they are all good  

 This is very difficult to answer. Cannot really select 3 

 Very few members of our congregation attend so I feel I cannot answer this question 

 What do you mean by impact? Have you ever defined what difference you want Heart & Soul to make - 
that would make it a lot easier to quantify success! 

 Youth events--- really important, just have not had folk step forward. 
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The aim of Heart & Soul is to celebrate the life of the Church. How successful, or otherwise do you feel 
that Heart & Soul has been in working towards that aim? 
 

 Very 

 Inspirational, very worthwhile.  

 Successful in offering a brighter more varied image than the General Assembly does, and 
an opportunity for lots of useful conversations. Unsuccessful in that those interactive 
experiences are limited to those for whom a Sunday afternoon in Edinburgh is accessible - 
tricky if you live & worship in the north of Scotland. 

 Very I sometimes think we don’t realise how much work is being done outside our church. 

 I believe It does a good job in promoting the work of the church to Congregations and the 
wider community. 

 very successful.....there us a positive atmosphere and a buzz about the whole 
event....those attending get a wider picture of the church 

 It certainly shows the broad range of activities and work that goes on in the Church and in 
the name of the Church. I get the impression that it is mainly people already involved with 
Churches who go for inspiration and new ideas - I don't know how many new people 
come along. 

 Very. 

 It is a good presence to have and could be publicised better or find a way to encourage 
more congregations to attend 

 Very Successful  

 Quite successful if you are able to get to Edinburgh in time after being at church in the 
morning! 

 Hugely valuable in bringing people together from across Scotland to share in our common 
faith and service in God's name. 

 Very successful 

 H and S is a great way to meet folk from other churches. I thought last year it needed 
some fresh ideas.  Can't keep doing the same thing every year.   

 I believe it has been successful. 

 Absolutely! 

 Very 

 Quite successful 

 Very successful. Well attended, in the right location for the whole of the city to see. 

 We come because we think it is being celebrated 

 Very, judging by how busy it has been. 

 very successful 

 It has grown and become more professional, but then layout is still not ideal, with signage 
and access problems to the villages in 2018    

 Personally I have found it  very successful. 

 It is a visible celebration of the church but only to folk living in Edinburgh. For those that 
make the trip through it is good to see large numbers of people with a common purpose; 
especially if congregation numbers are small. 

 only moderately 

 I do not think it has been successful/positive overall, although I am not sure I quite 
understand the aim either.  It has felt like self-congratulation, and papering over the 
cracks, at significant cost in terms of time and money both to the church and the 
organisations participating.  If there is a role for a larger event/gathering like this, it would 
be more valuable to change focus altogether and streamline I.e. focus on 
mission/outreach, outward looking rather than inward looking. 

 I felt that the 2018 event was very worthwhile, and I enjoyed attending it. I was sorry that 
I did not know more about it earlier as I would like to have spent more time at it than I 
did. I was very impressed by what I saw 
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 It does this but it should be more focused on people outside the church, so that it 
supports the overall church strategy to do more 'mission'. 

 Great celebration! 

 Cannot comment - sorry 

 Sometimes dated we need to modernise 

 ??? Doesn't the Life and Work magazine cover these things 

 Very successful inasmuch as it counteracts the widely held view that the church is at best 
stagnating or, at worst, dying. So many lively and inspiring congregations and projects on 
display taking the Word to the community. 

 worthwhile and to be encouraged  

 Very positive 

 I feel that it is important to have an event outside of a church building to let the public in 
general seen that the church is important to so many people.  It is also an opportunity for 
those who don't attend church to find out about us.   

 I feel it does this very well. 

 I feel it has been quite successful but we should all keep learning from each other and be 
a real church without walls 

 Extremely 

 Cannot comment 

 It's good for those in and around Edinburgh or at the General Assembly. For the bulk of 
the church it is not relevant because of travelling (especially on a Sunday) 

 It has been a valuable event which has showcased much of the good and positive. 

 I think it has been successful. particularly in such a "public" place. 

 Very successful  

 It is a beacon of positivity, bringing people together from all over the country.  It is a 
wonderful, celebratory event to sustain individuals during more difficult times and areas 
of discussion. 

 It takes more than two hours to get from my parish to Edinburgh and, with 
worship/clearing up not finishing till 12.30-12.45 it's simply not viable for us to attend and 
make the most of what is on offer. 

 very successful 

 Very successful - there is always a range of congregations sharing the great variety of 
projects they're doing.  The organisational stand, of necessity, have a similar message 
each year. 

 Fairly successful. 

 Very positive 

 Semi successful. I felt this year that the displays were a bit "thin" 

 N/A 

 I think it is successful 

 I think it is increasingly successful as it develops 

 very successful 

 It helps people know all the aspects of the Church of Scotland but only for those living in 
the central belt. For the rest it is irrelevant. In fact speaking to rural and remote 
congregations it becomes a place of frustration that so much money is spent on an event 
that does not equally benefit all locations. 

 yes 

 Seems very detached from the work of local congregations   

 For many people it is inspiring just to take part in such an event and having so many other 
members of the church of Scotland around you.  It is an antidote to what small 
congregations experience week by week. 

 Extremely successful - well done to all involved  
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 I think it is very successful - there is always a great cross section of the life of the CoS; it is 
colourful and loud and shared it’s message right in the heart if Edinburgh; there is great 
joy as old friendships are rekindled as people meet up and new friendships and 
connections are made. 

 Unable to make an informed decision 

 as above in question 5. Impact would be greater 

 Have not attended 

 I would think it has been successful by taking worship and the church out of a building 
into the world. 

 Very Successful - Church outside big buildings 

 Very successful. A wide range of churches and organisations are there and wide range of 
people. More from the central belt but I know others from further afield do make an 
effort to be there. 

 Very successful 

 Mostly up-beat positive stories,  so it doesn't try to address the negative factors in Church 
life/ decline. The GA is there for those factors. 

 FAirly 

 I think it celebrates and showcases many areas of Church life that people outside the 
Church don't know about. 

 Very successful. I just wish more people would actually visit on the day. Nonetheless - it is 
a wonderful celebration of what we are about. 

 It is works but only  attracts Church people and or Assembly attendees. 

 Has done well in a difficult period 

 Fairly successful 

 Reasonably successful 

 On my first visit to the General Assembly it appears to be heading in the right direction. 
Wide range on offer to suit all religious tastes. 

 brings together people from all walks of life and shows others that the church is alive 
today through different ways 

 Not sure as I have not attended  those who have been said it was worthwhile going but 
nothing specific spoken about 

 N/A 

 Heart & soul brings the work the church is doing to one place for people to see and 
engage with. I think it is a very successfull & inspiring event 

 I think it has been a great way of bringing Christians together and making a statement that 
contradict the dwindling numbers story.  

 very 

 In general, it is not known to those who are not inEdinburgh at the time.  In travelling 
from the islands, you have to be going to Edinburgh anyway. 

 Don't feel any impact locally 

 My feeling is it only reaches a small amount of members from a small minority of 
congregations. 

 Slightly ambivalent 

 Latterly there has been very few churches taking part more about supported 
organisations. There needs to be a better balance. 

 Certainly the presence is excellent. I still feel we are not nearly good enough yet at 
blowing our own trumpet and telling everyone what a great organisation we are 

 50/50 
 
More and more other other organisations seem to be involved 

 N/A 

 from feedback this appears to be well attended 
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 Very successful 

 Very successful  

 Have heard good feedback about the event but dates unfortunately have always 
conflicted with other things. 

 I can't really make a useful comment on this question. 

 Heart & Soul is a key event in the church's life with the ability to reach out to total 
strangers to the the church and the Church of Scotland in particular 

 Successful. Brings in local people who otherwise might not come to the church 

 Don't know 

 It depends on what is classed as successful, but any event to celebrate and bring the life of 
the Church to the attention of the general public is to be encouraged. 

 An event  in Edinburgh, but no interest from an older congregation who would need to 
travel for three hours, find parking etc. Not enough people interested to share transport 
or hire a minibus. 

 I have no knowledge  

 Good 

 Yes definitely  

 Are you able to gauge home many come in off the street who are not connected to 
churches already? 

 Heart & Soul is an excellent opportunity for church folk to gather and share in a variety of 
ways during the afternoon in a contained and central location with the opportunity to 
gather together for closing worship. That all works well.  HOWEVER, of necessity, it 
favours those in a Central Belt location. It is pretty well impossible for some keen church 
folk who would benefit from it to attend for various reasons - the two main ones I think 
are 1) distance and the time needed for travel  and 2) the need in small  for key people to 
be 'at home' on a Sunday morning as it may be difficult if not impossible for others to step 
in to fulfil essential roles. I am writing this reply as the only person from the congregations 
(multiple linkage) which I represent who has attended H& S - and I can only do so when I 
am in Edinburgh anyway as a commissioner to the Assembly. I realise there are no easy 
answers to the geography of Scotland but thought this should at least be in the thinking of 
those reading responses! 

 cannot comment 

 It provides an opportunity to show how much amazing work is going on throughout 
Scotland.  

 Unable to comment for reasons specified earlier 

 Very well in congregations and organisations sharing their stories. 

 Very successful  

 When it was new it had a dynamism that seems to have been lost. Perhaps it needs to re-
invent itself and promote to different congregations. 

 Feel-good factor when you attend. 
 
Limited access to members of congregations across Scotland. 

 No Comment 

 It was a good idea initially but needs updating in format. 

 It's a great display and celebration - although a bit more of a 'festival' character might be 
helpful. 

 Positive effect of seeing the breadth of the CHurch's activity beyond our own small 
congregation. 

 N/A 

 Very well. 

 Very. But does in reach non church goers? 

 Very successful. 
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 Unsure.  

 I would think quite successful 

 I felt that it was more reflective of the life of the Church of Scotland than other General 
Assembly events. 

 Very successful  

 it has been fairly successful. it is nice for the church nationally to come together 

 It puts human faces to the church and it’s numerous outreach arm.  Especially the Swing 
Band. 

 When I attended the event I felt church work was showcased very well 

 I think.  It has.  Been very.  Successful as.  A showcase of the work of the church  

 Short term impact 

 It does what it says on the tin, but to be honest, I think the money would be better spent 
finding projects to showcase that are radical.  Much of what I see is a bit twee and does 
not show the best of what the Church is doing for society. 
 
 
 
Also, the worship has been quite poorly delivered and seems pretty amateur.  It could be 
far more imaginative and engaging for non-church folk who are passing by.  The song 
choice, language, musicianship etc all come across as typical church and would not 
persuade many, I think, to explore Christian faith for the first time.   
 
 
 
I'd rather see a first rate outreach event or showcase our best work than do another H&S 
as it is. 

 Reasonably successful - also a highly visible presence in the centre of Edinburgh with an 
atmosphere of praise and celebration 

 Very successful.  Shows the church as an active and powerful force across Scotland and 
beyond, particularly in respect of youth involvement. 

 It does in a way 

 For congregations in Aberdeenshire, minimal. 

 For Church members it works. For others I would  doubt impact 

 Not sure. It felt very 'same old same old' this year. Little that was fresh. Doesn't feel like a 
celebration - more a trade fair.  

 Very successful. 

 Very successful. 

 It has certainly drawn attention and interest so I think successful 

 I have not attended 

 Very 

 I think it is a great idea but it really  attracts the Central Belt 

 Very successful.  

 It has been a success 

 Quite successful. 

 reasonable  

 It works very well on some levels but by its very nature has to be a 'broad brush' approach 
covering everything lightly and little in depth 

 moderate 

 No Comment 

 Very successful 

 The travel distance is a major obstacle in enabling us and neighbouring congregations to 
attend and therefore it has not achieved this aim for us. 
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 A great inspiration  and wonderful to meet Church of Scotland people from throughout 
the country 

 Encouraging 

 Probably quite successful as I know people who have attended, but not fully, as it has not 
enticed me to attend yet and others like me.  

 I think it was good as a one off event when it started.  My own feeling is it has now 
become repetitive and tired. I think the GA time could be used better/more productively 
for real debates and engagement ..... the event has become quite "central belt" in terms 
of attendance whereas the GA commissioners are from all over. 
 
It is a huge effort, and I presume a significant cost, and I'm not sure what outcomes it 
really delivers. 

 It certainly is a big improvement on the garden party, but |I guess each year it gets harder 
to ring the changes and make it fresh and innovative.  It takes a lot to be involved as I 
have through Spill the Beans, and I am sure that is true of others to. 

 Central Belt Only 

 Great 

 Heart and Soul does not seem to have anything tangible for the young (16-30's) or non 
binary elements of the church, due to the average church going age range it naturally felt 
more like a gala day than a festival. 

 Irrelevant  

 I think it works for those who are already quite involved in the life of the church, and for 
whom the snapshot provided has context and makes some kind of sense.  The location 
and timing means it's not accessible for those who are more than a hour or so away from 
Edinburgh, and can afford to come to an event which is very weather-dependent. 

 Think it’s excellent  

 A great showcase for the work of the church in all its breadth. For members and those 
glancing across the fence at what we are doing.  

 Unable to respond  

 I think the aim is the problem: it's too insular and inward-looking; we need to learn more 
from the wider church in Scotland and the UK, not just the C of S. 

 Very successful 

 I believe it has met its objective  

 Very 

 I think it has always been a pretty encouraging time for congregations to be part of. 

 OK 

 Very successful 

 Reasonably successful, but a Sunday afternoon is not accessible to people from far-flung 
parts of the country, so I can go when a commissioner, but my congregation generally 
can't experience it. 

 Very successful 

 I was disappointed that the event was 'out of the way' in the gardens.  I felt folk had to 
choose to be part of it, rather than encounter it as they walked along Princess Street 

 Largely successful. There is a family feel to the event. Worship always feels a bit all over 
the place and it is always being led by the same branch of people in the church. Think it 
would fit in more with the community feel if different faces were around and it wasn't 
obvious who was leading worship. 

 It will have had an effect for those who participated  

 Good impact on our young people who went 

 very successful 

 It has improved since first started  

 I think it has been successful but it is becoming stale 
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 It’s an inspirational day which allows you to catch up with old friends and new as well as 
helping share ideas from different congregations throughout the country  

 I think it is very successful - it is a coming together of Christian folks to celebrate faith.  I'm 
not sure if unchurched folks come along, it would be lovely to think that it draws in folks 
who are considering faith to dip their feet in the water. 

 The displays do celebrate aspect so the life of the church and have been interesting.  They 
are, however, one of the few times there are enough people involved in publicising the 
life of the church to make much of an impact.  Mostly, we are spread too thinly to make 
such an impact. 

 I think this has been a great success however the Youth Tent was put away to the corner 
last year which was a real bad move in my opinion. 

 Many people have valued the event and shared ideas and experiences 

 Very, it showcases what is current 

 Very successful, but it is only accessable to congregations who live in the Central belt 

 V good.  

 Super to see the vision and work that is done in each dept. Excellent to see 121 personnel 
there  

 Very inspirational, looking at the displays and talking to people, it was evident the passion 
people have for their communities and the life of the church, and working for God's 
kingdom and glory 

 Great venue in Princes St Gds, but I'm guessing many of the visitors feel they have to go, 
cos it's part of general assembly!? Local Presbyteries ( if sponsored) could do bi-annual 
Gatherings along Heart and Soul Lines, if encouraged to do so..... Travelling to Edinburgh 
can be a turn off to those outside Central Belt 

 Very successful. It's nice to pat ourselves on teh back while at the same time offering 
support and sharing ideas 

 It is too centralised!! More local events needed that non church goers can access too!  

 Totally successful 

 I know some people have enjoyed it, but not sure what real impact it has beyond the 
church 

 Reasonably  

 I think it has been very successful in reaching this aim. 

 Excellent 

 Very successful  

 The service late afternoon has the greatest impact 

 A good show case 

 100% success.  

 Not successful. 
 
The event caters to church members only; rather than the wider community.  
 
Energy would be better spent reaching out. 

 it celebrates the life of the church woth those who are church members but not with 
those who are not and more should be done to engage with those outside of church, it is 
a unique opportunity to do that in the centre of edinburgh 

 I think it has projected celebration in many peoples lives especially the people who 
attended in Edinburgh.  

 As a celebration of the lfe of he church, it has been very successful 

 Good if you  can go.I felt it was a celebration 

 I think it does achieve that particular aim.  I wonder if it could go beyond "celebrating" to 
"informing", e.g. I spoke with 2 pilgrimage groups there, who were trying to do the same 
thing but using 2 different sets of routes.  It would be good if things were even more 
'joined up'. 
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 It needs to move beyond Edinburgh!! 

 Fairly successful but needs more diverse congregations inputting not just those who are 
"into" the general assembly 

 I think it is very successful it shows all people in a very public place how much the church 
does and contributes to society  

 To celebrate life of church have to make Christ more prominent, as he is the source of the 
life of the church- otherwise we're just another organisation 

 Quite successful, but would like to see it centred on Glasgow or Aberdeen occasionally. 

 Good 

 Probably moderately successful - unsure of its impact beyond the membership of the 
Church. 

 To begin with this was greet but because the format has remained the same it is losing 
impact 

 I have not attended enough to comment. Being a bit more reserved than some might 
think I don't find events like this comfortable. 

 Very of good mix of information / activity/ celebration 

 Very. 

 very 

 The life of the Church is really about the congregations - it is great to see the displays of 
those who attend, but they seem to be in the minority. Some of the other input - law 
department etc is a bit overwhelming 

 Very successful 

 Good event that brings the church into the heart of the city 

 Very successful 

 it does well, but to some extent it is geographically limited in that its pull is for those 
closer, or for whom it is easier to travel to, Edinburgh perhaps to the exclusion, to some 
extent, of those who live further away 

 to some extent 

 Very successful 

 It certainly shows some of what's going on.... a shop window in a sense.... though it's 
never felt much of a celebration as it has usually come after a divisive day at the GA. 

 I think it does celebrate the life of the church quite successfully - I think it continues to 
improve year on year   

 I don't think it made much of an impact on us. Sorry! 

 Its just another event. It doesn't really bring the wider church together in any long lasting 
way. It displays that as a church we are present in the nation. 

 A good showcase. 

 Successful for those who attend 

 Moderately - it's great for those who embrace it and take part, but large numbers are still 
unaware of it or turned off by it, so it fails to capture the breadth and diversity of the 
church. 

 successful but many people say they wish that the event was local to them so that they 
would be able to attend 

 It achieves this goal to a limited extent.   

 The love and fellowship that is shared at this event is immense with a chance to talk to 
many congregation all in one place is amazing. 

 There is always a good atmosphere and it is good to meet people. There are many good 
things going on in the Church and it is good that there is an opportunity to showcase 
them. I do wonder, thought, if there is sufficient return on the financial and time 
investment.  

 Not entirely sure 

 useless 
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 For those who are part of it, I think it has been good. It has not really impacted on me or 
either of my predominantly elderly congregations 

 It does a good job 

 It has been successful in showcasing the positive work that is going on. It injects hope into 
what is sometimes a rather gloomy picture of the national church. 

 To be honest, I’m not certain about it (says the person who hasn’t been for four years). 
There is a lot of money spent on it and it seems like a lot of time is diverted towards it 
instead of other things we could be doing - and I worry that the people there are mainly 
people who already go to church and have a faith and I’m not sure how much it attracts 
new people or deepens faith. 

 I think it does a good job of celebrating the life of the church. However it feels a bit 
insular.  

 That's not an aim, it's an activity. I recommend you speak to Evaluation Support Scotland 
whose goal is to help charitable organisations evaluate their work better! What is the 
lasting difference that Heart & Soul wants to make? Only then can you evaluate whether 
it's been successful. 

 pretty well, although a change of venue might be good to consider 

 It gives a good overview of what the church is doing but I don't know to what extent it 
attracts non church people 

 Heart & Soul certainly has celebrated what some congregations and members do. The 
question is whether this aim was worthwhile. 

 Being so far away and in a rural area where getting there and back is very problematic 
Heart and Soul hasn't featured in our lives. 

 Very Successful 

 I think it is very successful 

 It seems great from the photos, but the timing is such that only people who live nearby 
can attend. If it is meant to be for the national church, it needs to be on a Saturday. 

 Very successful 

 I think it has been very successful not least because it is held in such a public space as 
Princes Street Gardens 

 Having attended a number of times as an individual I would say it is very successful in its 
aim 

 No, it would need to move around the country to achieve that. 

 I think it has been successful for the people who have attended but if the church i attend 
is representative of the national church i wonder if the success is limited to a small 
number 

 I feel that heart and soul does this every year and continues to do so 

 It is right in the heart of our capital, though it would be good to take the event across the 
country 

 It is an excellent way of promoting the life & worship of the Kirk. 

 Generally it is good, but it is limited in its geography meaning many congregations can't be 
represented. It would be good to rotate it geographically. 
 
I sometimes feel like an event like this whilst a good celebration sometimes tries to give 
the impression that all is well in the church when there are genuine issues to look at.  

 Well for giving us a pat on the back, it has been fine, but i feel we could use the resources 
more wisely. How much does it cost to put on this event? it is lovely, but it is fluff. For all 
the effort and expense, is it worthwhile? I would say probably not 

 positive 

 It is a wonderful way for the church to encounter the public space. 

 Successful! Often people wander in from Princes Street and say how surprised they are at 
what the church is doing across Scotland and beyond. 

 Not. Too central Scotland focussed.  
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 beyond celebrating it furthers the life of the church especially through relationship 
building 

 Pretty successful, I would say. There is something there for everyone. 

 makes rural churches feel part of a larger whole 

 I would say that it is developing well and does bring people together to celebrate. 

 It is a great event.  

 Good idea for a couple of years but now samey and repetitive and footfall is static. 

 Patchy.  

 Moving well - but not publicly visible to the majority as I discovered from "on the street 
conversations" 

 It celebrates certain aspects of the life of the church, but it is is difficult for congregations 
who are further away to exhibit. We talked about going as a congregation and taking a 
tent at this year's Heart and Soul but the distance was too great from Aberdeenshire and 
the price of the net / equipment put us off. Although we're in Aberdeenshire we are a 
large urban church and would have loved to have shared some of our practise and to 
learn from others but the hassle to get to Edinburgh (factoring in accommodation and 
travel costs) was just too much at the moment. We will continue to consider it, but this is 
what we decided this year.  

 For those that have gone it has been. For the vast majority of others (including me) it has 
not 

 Heart & Soul is a tremendous witness for the Church - it reminds us all of the depth and 
width of what is done week in week out and the talent that we have 

 It is a friendly positive event, an excellent promotion of what being a member or associate 
of the church is aboit 

 Very well I think overall it is an amazing showcase of the work the church is doing  

 Very successful, it's good to meet and engage. 

 unsure - found the Big Sing at the Assembly more celebratory and inspiring 

 Very. I can't think of a more visible presence of all the good things the Kirk does than 
heart and soul  

 Its great to have a positive event that is a proper celebration.  It's one of the best 
innovations in the church in the last ten years. 

 Relatively - doesn’t celebrate everything equally as some tents, such as youth tents and 
NYA tents, are positioned out of the way compared to other tents.  

 Ok 

 fairly successful 

 Quite successful.  More people in the community are aware of it. 

 Limited audience 

 A lot is spent on resources that may be better spent in other ways to resource more of the 
church 

 Moderately.  One challenge is that it is very much based in the central belt.  Perhaps a 
smaller Edinburgh event could be held with another event in the North of Scotland at the 
same time?  Perhaps they could be linked via video screen (Skype) - have a screen on each 
stage (one in Edinburgh, one in the north) - not for the whole time but for a specific time 
slot to share worship/music (etc.)? 

 Very successful. it has shown we are a big and vibrant organisation but perhaps now is the 
time for a bit of a change with the event. 

 Its good and brings people together and I think it has caught the imagination of 
congregations farther away than Edinburgh  

 I think it has been very successful. 
 
It has brought a vibrant Church to the attention of the general public. 
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 It is a great opportunity for members from across the country to get together and find out 
what is going on elsewhere. it shows that the church is very much alive to the outside 
world. However it needs fresh ideas each year to encourage continued interest. 

 I think something more connected with the GA would be better. Something like an 
installation and cafe. Encourage meaningful connections.  

 Overall, and given that there really isn't another event like it in the Kirk, I believe that 
Heart & Soul has been a real celebration of our life and witness. 

 Extemely! 

 I think it has been quite successful. 

 Fairly successful  

 Very successful 

 The celebration is best when it speaks as part of the life of the Church ... the stories from 
presbyteries and congregations have allowed a true celebration of the love and 
inspiration of God across the country. 

 For those able to go it seems an enjoyable time. Not sure how much if any it impacts on 
those outside t he church. For others it is a annoyance and disappointment that it is 
always held in Edinburgh and so too far to travel on a Sunday. So for 8 years have never 
been able to take part while for 8 years those in central belt had always been able to take 
part. 

 I'm interested that you are just assuming that Heart and Soul is a good thing, and that you 
don't ask anything about its timing. 
 
I am seriously concerned, and always have been, that it distracts attention - and certainly 
distracts staff time - from the General Assembly.  No wonder quite few people find the 
Assembly dry and uninspiring (they are of course wrong, but that's what folk say!) when 
so much of the celebratory stuff is funnelled into a separate event.  Now I wouldn't for a 
moment want too much non-business in the Assembly; I'm old-fashioned enough that I 
think of it as a Court. 
 
By all means have an event like that, as long as you understand it doesn't float all our 
boats.  And can we not have it at a time when 121 staff could properly focus on it? 
 

 

 Reasonably successful. Unfortunately I feel that it is the enthusiasts who visit. Those who 
need uplifted often don't make the effort.  

 I confess that I did not find H&S to be much of a celebration. It was rather desperate and 
threadbare - trying to make much of not very much. That's why I haven't been back. 

 Fine for the Central Belt. Its impact away from that area is severely limited 

 Its a great atmosphere and welcomes everyone. Its an opportunity for members of the 
public to see the wide ranging work done by the church..not just Sunday services.  

 Very successful. It's amazing the see the breadth of the Church's work displayed but also 
the breadth of the Church coming along! 

 The cost of a tent, even the most basic, is out of the price range for Priorty Area 
congregations and others who struggle with finances - so it can’t have been celebrating 
the whole church.  

 In the first few years very, latterly it became a bit old hat.  

 It's getting there. Each year is improving. 

 Very. Members are surprised at the extent and variety of the church's activities. They go 
home enthused. 

 Half and half. Still rather staid 

 There is certainly a good buzz and I feel it is a good witness in the heart of Edinburgh at 
Assembly time 

 Great sense of celebration and unity, worship too early or late for our crowd -  

 To a point but very Edinburgh centred 
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 Good all rouns 

 Quite successful. It’s great to see what’s happening in churches around Scotland.  

 I think it’s good, the congregations who take tents are show casing what they do, there’s a 
wide spectrum of events and stalls and very much something for everyone  

 I think it was good to do it two or three times, but we need to find another way of 
expressing that aim - which reaches the parts H&S doesn't/can't/hasn't.... 

 I think it’s been a great showcase for the chu4ch 

 Partly. Event is very Edinburgh-centric. Unless congregations within travelling distance 
Sunday worship potentially disrupted. Enjoyed "named" worship leaders. Would enjoy 
contemporary Christian worship e.g. Hillsongs, Bethel, Worship Central. 

 Yes 

 Fairly 

 Reasonably so. But a ‘fun day’ can’t disguise the reality of where the denomination is 
really at. 

 I think it does that well 

 Unhelpful timing, it would interfere with our local Sunday public morning worship to 
attend  

 it has been remarkably successful  

 Quite successful 

 Life of the church across Scotland yet we only celebrate in Edinburgh at a great 
cost...what mission and outreach could be done locally with that money and energy.  Why 
not light up Scotland or its church's rather than one big torch in Edinburgh. The worship is 
dated andd the same people..we could do much better 

 Fairly 

 Quite successful..for those who come. Same old story...getting folk to come.  

 Fantastic achievement  

 Fairly successful, as there is plenty of diversity in what is shown. 

 It certainly celebrates the life of some of the church however in my humble opinion it 
doesn't celebrate Jesus. I find the whole event full of pride. 

 Very successful 

 It feels as if it has become somewhere to show off or try to recruit a minister, and so has 
become a trade fair rather than a celebration of the church accessible to all.  

 I feel the Heart and Soul event has certainly fulfilled that remit - celebrating the life of the 
church - allowing local churches a place to share their story which in turn can encourage 
or spark an idea or give support to others in similar situations. I also think the witness to 
bears to those in Edinburgh that day (locals and visitors alike) shouldn't be 
underestimated. 

 very successful 

 It’s great at giving the Kirk a public witness in the Capital City,  

 It profiles the church in a very public appearance place 
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If you have been to Heart & Soul on more than one occasion why do you come back? 
 

 [inapplicable] 

 A great inspirational event with a chance to meet and worship with Christians from all over Scotland and 
further afield. 

 A pleasurable event with an opportunity to meet informally with like-minded people. 

 a real buzz the first time but not so good the second time i attended  

 A refreshment and lots of people & ideas to catch up with if down at General Assembly. 

 a sense of ought, curiosity 

 A very inspiring afternoon. Glad that some of it is now live streamed 

 Always a good gathering, and each year's theme gives a fresh focus.  

 Always new things, different people 

 Am involved with the Guild and have come down for the Assembly. 

 Apart from one visit with church  members I was on duty at an ALTERnativity stall, and on other occasions 
staying in Edinburgh as I was attending GA 

 As a Church, we have our own story to tell and wish to be an encouragement to others. Also great to see 
what others are doing, sharing ideas. 

 As a commissioner  
 
To catch up with friends 
 
To attend performances in St Cuthbert’s  

 as a commissioner to general assembly 

 As a source of encouragement  

 As an encouragement to the congregations in which I serve to try and see the 'bigger picture' of the 
Church of Scotland and to allow them to experience being part of that something bigger and gain 
inspiration and motivation. They generally enjoy being part of the large worship event at the end and find 
that uplifting and moving, although last year we did have a few negative comments for the first time 
comments - but more to do with organisation than content - it did not seem to flow the same in their 
view.   

 As part of a group, if it was just me I don't think I would. 

 At assembly , support the churches get some resources, conversation 

 At GA 

 at General  Assembly,  otherwise  too far  to attend 

 At the General Assembly again (otherwise, with a linked charge it isn't feasible to go) 

 Atmosphere, sharing of faith and ideas, meeting old friends and new  

 Attend if at GA 

 Attending a stall 

 Atttending GA. Accompanying members of the congregation  

 Because I am a Minister of the Church of  Scotland as I am a part I play my part.  I enjoyed the Garden 
Party and now I enjoy Heart and Soul.  Truly I would support any venture . 

 Because I am asked and my wife tells me I have to go! 

 Because I enjoy it 

 Because I go to the GA 

 Because I have been a Commissioner on more than one occasion 

 Because I have been attending General Assembly.  

 Because I thoroughly enjoy the atmosphere and seeing what other churches are doing especially in 
outreach. I always meet lots of friends too and pick up some ideas for engaging with non-churched people 
in  our own community 

 Because it was so enjoyable 

 Because it's a wonderful celebration of all that is the kirk 
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 Because it's something I believe in and I actually feel I'm missing out if I don't go 

 Because of the atmosphere  

 Because of the buzz it gives, the connections yoi czn make, and the re-connections.  I tend to move, so i 
am less concerned with the Music in the Ross Bandstand, yet very impressed with how many people come 
and stay. 

 because of the feeling of excitement t gives about what the church, church organisations and other 
Christin organisations are doing 

 Been one only. I was at the General Assembly anyway. 

 Bring kids meet people  

 Cannot comment 

 Catch up with people. See displays. Can’t expect to encourage my congregation to see the wider work of 
the church if I’m not prepared to do it myself 

 Church was going so was a family day out 

 Commissioner 

 Commissioner to Assembly 

 Congregation members enjoyed it and wanted to return. 

 Congregation want to, we run z bus and ask first every year 

 Cos I'm around anyway for general Assembly 

 cos it’s thereI 

 Daft Question 

 Duty 

 Either already in Edinburgh or a chance to catch up with colleagues. 

 Encouragement, contact and networking, learning 

 Encouraging day out 

 Engaging event that makes people excited about being part of the church  

 enjoy it 

 Enjoy meeting folk from the past and other congregations 

 Enjoy meeting people from other areas and learning about work or councils and committees 

 Enjoy meeting the public - known and unknown 

 Enjoy seeing what other churches are doing and learning about organisations I weren’t aware existed 

 Enjoy sharing our story with others and meeting friends 

 Enjoy th e fellowship and being in the company of like minded people. 

 Enjoy the atmosphere 

 Enjoy the atmosphere, talking to people, celebrating things that the church does well and hearing about 
what is happening in different churches and in different parts of the world. 

 Enjoy the catch up with folks 

 Enjoy the contacts and meeting people from around the church. 

 Enjoy the event...I organise our Presbytery tent 

 Enjoy the opportunity to take part and also meet other people there when a commissioner to the 
Assembly 

 enjoy the worship we have together and looking at different ways churches operate, 

 Enjoy worship and fellowship bumping into friebds 

 Enjoyed being part of the event chatting to individual church displays and tents - being part of the very 
friendly atmosphere during the preparation for and the Service 

 Enjoyed meeting people and getting fresh ideas 

 Enjoyment!!! Inspirational. Encouraging. Ideas. 

 every year is different, but still has the opportunity to develop existing relationships and make new ones - 
very positive 

 Expected of me.  
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 Feel good factor & meet with friends 

 Feel that we should show support to Church of Scotland 

 Fellowship  

 Fellowship and inspiration 

 Fellowship of church  

 Fellowship, meeting up with people, worship 

 for more inspiration and creative ideas 

 For the atmosphere.  

 for the fellowship and a chance to catch up with people whom I don't get the chance to see very often 

 For the reason given in the last answer. To remind myself that we are one body in Christ.  

 For the reasons listed above. 

 For the wonderful atmosphere and a chance to meet old and new friends 

 Generally because I am a commissioner, and don't have a morning service to attend 

 Good chance to engage with the church and hear about all its doing. Meet up with people & find out 
whats new or going on. 

 Good to meet so many different people from across the country and world. 

 Good to relax together and wander wondering what we are doing to be church 

 Great atmosphere. 

 Have never been - it's in Edinburgh and no wish to travel. 

 Hope it will be better next time. 

 I am at the General Assembly anyway. 
 
If I wasn't there, I don't know if I would always go. 
 
There is not much change from year to year. 

 I attend General Assembly as often as I can and find I meet people I might miss in the business sessions 

 I attend if I am a commissioner at the General Assembly. 

 I c9me back because it makesk me smile. 

 I came back a second time because my brother and nephew wanted to go 

 I came back in order to be able to share news of what was going on with other people who were too weak 
or vulnerable to attend themselves.  

 I didn't. Others have and they went to work there as exhibitors 

 I don't want to. Sometimes I have to.  

 I enjoy catching up with folk 

 I enjoy meeting colleagues and friends whom I otherwise don't see from year to year. I enjoy being 
reminded that, despite decline and difficulty, we are actually still a large and important movement for 
change and good. 

 I enjoy the atmosphere of the whole event.  People strolling and chatting along the avenue of stalls, the 
worship and the feeling of being in the company of like minded people. 

 I feel it is a responsibility and to meet people 

 I found it interesting and it made me aware of the wider breadth of the Kirk. 

 I have attended twice when I was a Commissioner at the General Assembly. 

 I have been 3 times.  The last twice I was staying in Edinburgh as a GA commissioner, the weather was dry, 
I'd see people there that I knew, and thought I might as well go as I was there anyway. 

 I have been a commissioner 

 I have been involved in a tent on a few occasions and also just like the opportunity to meet people I know. 

 I have been involved through church participation. 

 I have been involved. 

 I have been only once. 



Page 29 of 49 
 

 I have been twice, each time as a Commissioner to the GA, as Presbytery Elder for the Scots Kirk in 
Lausanne Switzerland. That said, if I lived in Scotland I would come back more often for the wonderful 
enthousiasm that is in every tent and on the stage. 

 I have been zero times because it’s a Sunday and two hours away. 

 I have enjoyed it. 

 I have felt that as part of the Church I should support it and indeed we took that as far as we could by 
taking a stall in 2017.  But in view of my comments above, and that it seems somewhat stale and 
repetitive, this has been a struggle and I did not attend last year. 

 I have not attended this event. 

 I have only been once. 

 I have to, it is expected! 

 I haven't 

 I haven't gone back as it was a long way to go to visit stalls 

 I like catching up with people! I enjoy worshiping outdoors with lots of other people and I enjoy the 
community aspect of it and sharing the fullness of life of the Kirk 

 I look forward to heart and soul meeting up with friends and learning new things about the church  

 I love the atmorphere and it is lovely to show children the bigger picture of the church family. 

 I love the buzz of it and I'm proud to be a part. 

 I loved it I was in Iona last year or would have been. Looking forward to our congregation going. 

 I meet many old friends who have moved away to new parts of Scotland. 

 I myself have only been on one occasion due to the distance from home,  (400 mile round trip) but we 
enjoyed it so much this year that we're planning to return next time! 

 I need the opportunity to see and hear the stories. 

 I only attend if I am a commissioner to Assembly. I would not make a special journey to Edinburgh for the 
event 

 I only come when I am a commissioner, and I come only to chat to people who I would otherwise not get 
the chance to catch up with. 

 I seek inspiration from the information and stories and enjoy meeting old friends and making new 
contacts. 

 I usually work there! It's great to connect with friends and colleagues, especially when not being a 
commissioner, and to see some of the great work the church does. 

 I was a commissioner at the GA 

 I was crowd controlling Youth Delegates..... 

 I was involved in promoting some work  in a tent 

 I work for a Presbytery so its good networking and always good to hear what others are doing and how it 
may work in other situations.  

 I've never gone back 

 I've only been once, but memebrs more often. 

 If I am a commissioner to the GA, it is a good way to spend the Sunday afternoon 

 If I am honest, it is probably a sense of duty - I ought to be there, but on a Sunday afternoon after a busy 
morning at church it is quite a thought to travel to Edinburgh 

 If I am in Edinburgh anyway for the General Assembly, otherwise I wouldn't go for the day. 

 If we are free we would come along.  Some interesting displays 

 In a tent helping to publicise Churches in England, Guernsey and Jersey. 

 Inspiration, prayer support, reassurance, meeting up with old friends, being part of avery public act of 
worship. 

 Interest 

 Interest 

 Interesting and opportunity to meet others 

 It delivers a great buzz and stimulates us in the small things that we are doing. Hugely uplifting and 
encouraging to be a part of something that is vital 



Page 30 of 49 
 

 
and vibrant. 

 It gives me hope for the C of S 

 It has good energy and is an advert for church alive in the city and specifically the C of S 

 It is a brilliant opportunity to celebrate being the Church of Scotland.  We meet with people across the 
breadth of the denomination and share stories with them, while acknowledging our differences.  It is a 
neutral meeting space which encourages people to put aside what divides, and focus on what unites us. 

 It is a good time to meet others and find information through those meetings 

 It is an easy way to see and be seen. AS well as catch up with friends far flung.  

 It is good fun and we meet people we know 

 It is interesting, but only if I should happen to be in Edinburgh anyway. 

 It is such a great event to be part of. 

 It was an extremely enjoyable event. Inspiring to hear what other congregations were up to. And lovely to 
see so many Christians together.  

 It's a good one stop shop for getting up to date with things going on in the church.  

 It's different every year 

 It's fun 

 It's fun 

 It's fun and encouraging 

 It's fun and interesting 

 It's great being part of a Christian community worshipping and celebrating together. 

 It's local, so doesn't require much resource / time. If it did, not sure I would bother.  

 It's lovely to see the church in "the marketplace". Good to meet others and learn from them. 

 It's part of the job. 

 It’s good for seeing people I haven’t seen for a while. I like the atmosphere. 

 It’s good to meet others and to hear how things are in local churches.   

 Its a good day out.   We hear more about other churches and what they are up to.   There are new ideas. 

 its interesting, a place to meet people its difficult to find time to, the is a strength in so many kindred 
spirits being together, there is useful information and ideas,  

 Its part of my work- and the kids enjoy coming! 

 Largely to encourage others to come along 

 Last year was my first time and I will certainly return. There was good buzz and feel about the event and a 
great opportunity to hear positive news about a wide range of activities and projects. 

 Love it!! 

 Love meeting everyone there! 

 love the atmosphere 

 Love the atmosphere and information  

 Love the atmosphere; love meeting up with other folk from different part; love hearing what's happening 
throughout the church; love learning about the different resources available. It's an uplifting experience. 

 Love the variety and good feeling at the venues. It is uplifting. 

 Love the worship 

 Mainly to catch up with people 

 Meet friends, enjoy the worship and get new ideas 

 Meet people, share worship 

 Meeting up with lots of people, gathering resources  and finding out about new things going on 

 Mostly in the hope of bumping into people I hadn't seen for a while - also to see the Committee anent 
Assembly Revue, though that seemed to be dropped after a couple of years. 

 my attendance has been linked to attendance at General Assembly. 

 na - but I would go back for the people I can meet and speak to, and the fischy music area was easily the 
most upbeat part of the whole area walking through. 
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 Networking  

 Networking! 

 never attended 

 No  

 No comment. 

 Nosiness 

 Not applicable 

 Not applicable 

 Not applicable  

 Not applicable  

 Not sure that I would 

 Now I can only come back when at the Assembly. 

 Nya 

 On a stall 

 One practical factor is that is travelling a long distance fr GA then H&S is an easy bonus!  Seldom would 
members plan to visit H&S only.  Distance is a factor for us.( 2 1/2 hr drive)  Could a mini-H&S ever be 
planned for Aberdeen or Inverness??? 

 only because i am very local 

 Only been once, but have been encouraging members of the congregation to look for a chance to visit 
future Heart & Souls.  Well worth while. 

 only once as a Commissioner  

 Only once but would recommend.  Shared experiences and opportunity for discussion/getting advice 

 Only there once personally but others from the congregation have been and spoke highly of it so I was 
keen to see for myself 

 Opportunity to meet friends and see what is going on in CofS 

 personally, to meet people. 

 Primarily youth group trip was the reason for the return 

 Reconnections 

 See above comment 

 Share preparation and participation with others, meet people, meet people who’ve just come into the 
gardens to see what’s happening hear stories.... it’s all a great encouragement and IS church without 
walls!  

 Sharing ideas, getting resources, meeting folk. 

 So much to learn and be encouraged by. I love the atmosphere, too. 

 something to do on the Sunday afternoon when I'm a commissioner and a long way from home - wouldn't 
attend if I had to travel there. 

 Spending time and worship with members of our own congregation. Meeting people from other churches 
and sharing ideas. 

 Support  

 The atmosphere  

 The atmosphere and the conversation. 

 The atmosphere, the building of relationships, the meeting of people. Most of all the worship.  

 The opportunity to see what's going on in the church, the chance to meet people from across the country 
and catch up with friends and colleagues that I wouldn't otherwise see. 

 There are always interesting things to discover 

 There is a great atmosphere of fellowship and joy and always the chance of bumping into old friends. Also 
a great source of resources and ideas to take back locally. 

 There is an opportunity to learn new things each time and to be part of something much bigger  

 To be encouraged 

 To be encouraged and feel part of the bigger picture 
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 To be part of that Fellowship and to be uplifted 

 to bring members that can attend 

 To bring others, to meet others and to be part of something bigger than us 

 To catch up with people and what’s happening in the wider church. 

 To enjoy an afternoon of fellowship, to be enthused by some of the exhibitions offering examples of 
projects which we could adapt for local circumstances and enjoy inspiring worship. 

 To enjoy it 

 To enjoy the sense of community H&S brings; to participate in worship, which is something very special at 
H&S; to be part of celebrating the real life of the CoS,which is so much more vibrant than common 
perception realises. 

 To find out about new things that are happening within the church. 

 To hear and learn from different organisations and congregations. To also support a very visible Church of 
Scotland event.  

 To hear good news stories, to remember we are not in this alone, to support and to engage with others. 

 To help 

 To keep in touch. 

 To listen to the choirs etc and to be part of the worship at the end 

 To look for different items 

 To meet and see people from different congregations. 

 to meet friends 

 To meet friends and celebrate the life of the Kirk 

 to meet friends, gather information 

 To meet new and old friends and usually volunteer. 

 To meet old friends, make new friends and share ideas 

 to meet people 

 to meet people and organisations across the church, see what is going on, have fun  

 To meet with like minded people from other areas 

 To network and make links. To learn more about what other parts of the Church are doing. To bump into 
important and influential people. To share with others the work we are doing. 

 To see friends 

 To see people and to catch up on what different things have been going on. 

 To see what is new and to enjoy the worship. 

 To see what new things are on display and be encouraged and challenged. 

 To see what others are doing. It ia a good atmosphere. 
 
Closing worship generates a close feeling of church communities.  

 To see what's going on, catch up with friends etc  

 To see what's new or different 

 To share a different way of worship with young people. 

 To share and speak to other Christians 

 To share the excitement 

 To support C of S 

 To support the ethos of the event. TBH only a handful of folks from my churches have attended. 

 To support the National church. 

 too far away and at an awkward time on a Sunday as I'm still in worship and would have to leave worship 
early or no go to attend. 

 Usually because I’m helping one of the exhibitors!  

 Was at the General Assenmbly 

 Was there the first year and returned this year as I was attending the Assembly  

 we did not return 
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 We enjoyed the opportunity of exposure to new ideas. The Christian Resources Exhibition is such a rare 
visitor to Scotland. H&S helps to fill that gap. 

 WE organise a mini bus. we leave straight after the Service and have dinner when we return along with 
others who could not make the trip. The benefits of visiting are huge, but we go to lend our support to the 
wider church and celebrate with others, the year that we have all had - struggles and all..! The fellowship 
that we create in our village because of it is also hugely significant. 16 of us came last year, but our dinner 
was for 30...!! Enough said. 

 Weather dependent event. 
 
Passes the time. 

 well worth while experience 

 Why not come back?  It always offers something new and things worth returning for. 

 will not return 

 Work 

 Work and my children enjoy coming along. 

 Work commitments keep me away unfortunately. 

 working in a tent as a staff member 

 Worship and promotion of the church. 

 yes 
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If you haven’t been to Heart & Soul more than once, or on any occasion, why not? 
 

 A bit of a rush to get there. Other commitment. Poor weather. 

 After church time to ge toedinburgh 

 Because I would prefer to go to something  nearer to home. We need to decentralise to make C of S more 
accessible and locally appropriate, liaising more with other local churches and organisations  

 Because of other commitments or on holiday. 

 Been at church in the morning and other things to do in the afternoon 

 Been every time when at General Assembly  

 By choice I wouldn't return 

 Church and business commitments.  Being a tourist accommodation provider, May weekend are super 
busy. 

 Clashes with Sunday, feels too far away and often have other commitments. Most of the congregation is 
older, so not really possible. 

 Coincided with being a commissioner 

 conflict of events and number of events which I could attend at this time of year 

 didn't know about it 

 Didn’t feel it was worthwhile, Long journey from the North of Scotland. 

 Difficulty with travel arrangements 

 Distance 

 Distance to travel 

 Distance to travel in to Edinburgh and parking issues at the weekend. 

 Doesn’t appeal.  Don’t like such “churchy” gatherings. 

 don't know 

 Due to the distance from home.  

 Edinburgh is a long visit from Gretna, especially by public transport. Perhaps, if the congregation had been 
better informed as to the nature of the event we could have arranged to travel as a group. However, it 
does not seem to have been the type of event that our parish minister felt he could promote. 

 Effort of going to Edinburgh from Aberdeen. Getting too old! 

 Family commitments 

 Family commitments but I will be back  

 Family illness 

 Far too busy with other matters  

 Feeling that the overall outcome is not worth the effort of travelling / organising travel or the associated 
costs. 

 For several years I have been my wife's primary carer, and have been unable to accept a Commission to 
the General Assembly which would leave her without live-in support for a week. On the one occasion 
when I was a Commissioner and Heart & Soul was being held, I was so disheartened by the divisions 
within the Church which had been revealed the previous day that I wished no part of an activity which 
seemed designed to mislead outsiders into supposing that the Church was united. In the years since, I 
have not thought that attending Heart & Soul would be worth the trouble of: (a) finding pulpit supply; (b) 
driving well over 100 miles, mostly on single-carriageway roads behind camper vans and caravans; (c) 
finding and paying for parking in Edinburgh; and (d) driving back. 

 Getting to Edinburgh isn't easy on a Sunday. 

 Has not suited me 

 have been many times  

 Have never attempted to find out about it 

 Have not heard of it 

 Haven't had time to have our own service and then travel up - also haven't really seen the point of it 
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 I am guessing it was not previously advertised enough. 
 
It does appear to be interesting and fun and I will encourage others to attend with me. 

 I am not attracted to travel to Edinburgh for this event due to time and cost invovled 

 I hadn't been before this year. I didn't know what I was missing! 

 I have 

 I have attended more than once 

 I have no idea.    Possible doing too many other things for the church at that time. 

 I have not attended General Assembly and therefore have not been in Edinburgh. 

 I know the date ties in with the General Assembly but it also ties in with the Edinburgh local schools 
holiday weekend. 

 I live in Ross-shire and have not attended the General Assembly 

 I originally lived just outside Edinburgh so the travel was easier, but the distance puts us off from 
Aberdeenshire.  

 I think it needs to have activities etc more engaging for the general public 

 I think it's a lot of effort for a small return.  If you discounted the people who have to be there because 
they are helping with stalls, and count the total number of genuine attendees, then I think its reach into 
the membership of the Church of Scotland is microscopic in relation to the cost.   
 
And personally, I just can't stand that kind of event.  But that's just me.  But perhaps it reflects some other 
people too, and we need to be catered for in other ways. 

 I went with a definite purpose. Not sure if many would travel any great distance just to see it., unless 
organised by their congregation 

 I'm in the west and it is in the east and life is very busy.  

 I've not been as often as I might like because it involves me staying overnight in Edinburgh in order to go 
to it. 

 I've not yet been to Heart & Soul. Mostly because I need to take services on Sunday morning and then I'm 
tired! I will be a commissioner to the GA in 2019 so may be able to go, however it will further extend the 
week away from my (young) family.  I have not yet attempted to organise for our congregation to attend 
as i'm not sure what appetite there might be. It would need someone who has been prior and is 
enthusiastic to share this and organise transport in good time. If there was good uptake it would probably 
leave few people for worship on a Sunday morning?! A Saturday event may be better.  

 I’ve been many times 

 If I'm going to the Assembly I travel every day and usually take my own church service on the Sunday.  

 In Edinburgh on a Sunday, too noisy, too busy - not my scene 

 It is in Edinburgh. Perhaps if you actually represented the national church by touring that might get us 
involved. 

 It is the one chance to rest during the GA and public transport to Edinburgh on a Sunday is not great. 

 It's too far to travel with our young people. 

 It's too late by the time I get finished with Sunday worship and travel through to Edinburgh  

 It’s on a Sunday and too far to travel after our own service 

 Its timing and setting will only ever encourage a minority of the church to attend. 

 Just not been a suitable time for me 

 Last year I enjoyed a relaxing break while my 6 year old daughter attended as part of a congregation 
group. 

 Live in North of Scotland, so it is a time committment to visit if I am not already in the city. 

 Members of my congregation have only been once in my time here - which was an elder who was a GA 
commissioner. Otherwise we can't get to Edinburgh from 4 hours further north on a Sunday! 

 Mostly because of need for travel to venue 

 No enthusiasm by a group from the church to come back mainly due to it being held on the Sunday and 
the distance involved in getting there. Our worship doesn't finish until after 12.30pm then to get on a bus, 
eat, travel - not really viable. 
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 No specific reason. 

 Not been suitable venue and date  

 Not good timing 

 Not my scene!!! 

 Not my thing 

 Not really my type of thing 

 Not relevant 

 Only I (minister) have ever been from my congregation because it is too far for a Sunday afternoon trip 
(from Dundee) and the perceived benefit is too low to justify that time/finance/hassle cost. 

 Only recently heard about it 

 Other congregational events 

 Other family commitments on that weekend. Also distance to travel and overall cost would be a 
consideration. 

 Personal circumstances 

 Please see previous answer.  Just lack of inertia in making the effort to go.  I Will encourage other 
members of our congregation to attend. 

 Quite simply it is the distance to Edinburgh  

 Refer to answer above. Try holding a similar event in the West of Scotland. Glasgow is the largest 
Presbytery after all. 

 See 6 above 

 See above! 

 See ans 6 

 See answer to Q7 

 See Qu 6 above 

 The biggest hinderance for many is the travelling and amount of time taken going to Edinburgh after the 
morning service.  

 the date and also distance to travel  

 The distance is considerable for a one day event 

 The marketing and content has not excited me enough to attend.     

 the time and the distance 

 The time it takes to get there would mean missing worship. If it were a day other than Sunday it would be 
more manageable for those of us from outside Edinburgh. 

 The timing doesn't work. After morning worship, we couldn't be in central Edinburgh until nearer 3pm.  

 These parishes are roughly 5 hours away and H & S cannot be a day trip.  Most of the congregation cannot 
afford the time nor money to get there. 

 This was my first opportunity to travel to Edinburgh to represent my congregation at the General 
Assembly 

 Time 

 Time and other commitments in Edinburgh 

 Time and turns 

 Time constraints 

 Timing 

 timing and geography. Please move the event round the country to Aberdeen, Inverness, the borders etc 

 Timing of services impacting travel arrangements. Lack of members interest despite being encouraged to 
"give it a go" 

 timing- prevents people from outside central belt attending 

 To begin with, I lived and worked in England.  Since I moved back to Scotland I've been involved in leading 
worship (not in Edinburgh) and just have not had the energy to travel through on a Sunday afternoon.  I 
went this year as I was a Commissioner.  Still not convinced I'd travel to Edinburgh for it after leading 
worship.... 

 Too far away 
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 Too far away for a specific visit and have never been in the central belt at the right time to combine it with 
another visit. 

 too far away for members 

 too far away, making a 6 hour journey there and back. Other members of family and congregation to 
consider. 

 Too far away. 

 Too far away. 

 Too far for many in congregation to travel for too little impact. 

 Too far to travel  

 Transport problem  
 
Clash of dates  

 Unable through other commitments  

 Unavailable 

 Until I moved to Perth three years ago I had not. It was not worth travelling all the way south to go 

 Venue is definitely an issue taking into account travelling and costs involved and although it is timed to 
coincide with the General Assembly I find the time of year unsuitable. 

 We are a rural church and it is quite far 

 We didn't enjoy it or find it helpful 

 Work committments and laterly been out of Scotland. 
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What do you feel could be done to improve Heart & Soul as a celebratory event for the Church of 
Scotland? 
 

 'Big name' speakers or musicians 

 A "celebratory event" will not put Christ in the hearts of those Scots who presently reject him. Only the 
Holy Spirit will do that. I do not know if there is any living preacher so used by the Holy Spirit as John 
Wesley and George Whitefield were, but if such a person exists, I would invite the person to preach here; 
and not at one central event only, but at open-air Communion services held the length and breadth of the 
country. 

 A big link as part of the worship, where people across the country join in from their own locations on the 
screen in Edinburgh.  

 a change of direction. mix it up a bit  

 a change of location would be a great advantage for all those travelling from the west coast 

 A good event for those who attend. 

 A large Marquee - like Keswick 

 A roving reporter should work round the event capturing the buzz and excitement of the day and that 
should be live streamed or recorded and available to those who can not attend. Not just the worship 
(because that is not unique) but the side conversations, the funny things, the displays, and activities. How 
do we spread the excitement to those not able to get there. To convey the message that there is still life 
and vigour in the Church of Scotland 

 Again, unable to comment for reasons previously stated. 

 Allow more people to get involved. Allow different people to attend each year by moving around the 
country 

 Are we celebrating the life of the C of S, or our faith in Christ. The former, not sure - the latter - worship. 

 As a celebratory event for the Church itself it is OK but it needs to be reaching out more to 'non church' 
folk. 

 As before...  

 As I have not attended an event I am unable to comment. 

 As I said earlier, we need to make Christ more prominent. We're not promoting people, or buildings, or a 
structure- all of them important, but all secondary to Christ 

 Because its so connected with the General Assembly, many folk don;t attend if they are not 
commissioners or if its not their year to be at the assembly.  Is there a way of expanding it to ther whole 
Church? 

 Better advertising - both online and around Princes Street Gardens itself 

 Better closing worship. My congregation were very disappointed in 2018"'s close.  

 Better involvement of all ages, especially those aged 20-40.  

 Better marketing  

 Better media coverage more invitation to those who would not be seen as part of our church family. More 
spiritual  opportunity greater reflection on what we actually believe as well as what we do. A great event 
which should be kept fresh. 

 Better worship, bigger names (not the heart and soul swing band), get worship leaders like Graham 
Kendrick, Stuart Townend, Keith and Kirstyn Getty, Lou Fellingham. 
 
 
 
Why don’t you invite The BBC along to film the whole event, use it as a tool to advertise the Kirk.  Invite 
BBC songs of praise to use the worship as a week for their programme! 

 Better worship. Whinging praise bands singing to themselves have been dire - year in and year out. 

 Can't comment 

 Can't think of anything else. 

 Cancel it and use the time, talent and wealth spent to feed the hungry and homeless that are sitting but a 
few feet away on Princess Street.  
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 Cannot comment as I don’t know what is included in HeRt & Soul so cannot advise on possible 
improvements 

 Change of venue to Perth/Stirling/Dundee 

 Change venue to a more central part of Scotland 

 Changing the day/time would be helpful 

 Children’s events targeted at church leaders. Getting more people to contribute from a local perspective. 
More like a party less like a series of exhibits.  

 Clarity of what it is celebrating. Many churches have poor attendance with very elderly people. Talk of 
closing church’s etc. We have had no minister for almost 5 years. Not much to celebrate . Be more realistic 
and helpful. 

 Concept good but more  displays from congregations would also be good. Obviously distance can deter 
some congregations from travelling to Edinburgh so could some more on line contacts be developed? 

 Consider having it on Saturday, or at least later start on the Sunday  

 Continue to celebrate the many 'Good News' stories from congregations up and down the country. Lively 
worship and plenty of activities for children, teens and young adults 

 Continue to use the gifts of the laity. 

 Could be held in other places 
 
more drop in worship points 
 
more refreshments / opportunity to sit and talk 
 
play areas for children and youths with youth workers etc around so esp youth get a sense of the Church 
as fun, attractive and relevant 

 Could it do more to witness to the gospel to the people of Edinburgh - it sometimes feels a bit self-
congratulatory. 

 could possibly be better advertised 

 Design it around people who don't see the church as relevant.  

 Developing the presence of interesting writers/artists/musicians/politicians via the In Conversation tent 

 Different venues. Edinburgh is fine if you live within a reasonable distance but is a very long way for many 
congregations 

 Ditch most of the display tents. Make it more of a fun day.  

 Ditch the jazz band and incorporate signed and unsigned contemporary Christian worship, perhaps some 
accessible climbing walls/skate parks. Get vendors for coffee/mocktails - perhaps use iniatives that take 
out of work teens or give back to charities, make it somewhere people want to come and take some time 
out from the centre of the city. 

 Do groups such as the Ministries Council and Church and Society Council need to have such tents. It 
reminds me of that story of a few years ago that NHS Scotland hires lobbyists to lobby the Scottish 
Parliament. It all felt rather internal and I wonder if this might be true as well. What is the point of such 
presence by councils? Is there a good reason? If there is, then great. 

 Don't know 

 Don't know 

 Don't know 

 Don't know  

 Don't know. 

 Don't really know 

 Don’t know. 

 done very well. Thank you.  

 earlier trailing of publicity and contents 

 Either have live video links, and/or a downloadable summary of the highlights so that others can share 
and experience it.  Another option is to have similar events around the country (not necessarily annually). 

 Encourage regional spin-offs 

 Ensuring that there is enough to attract young people. 
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 Find a new format 

 finish with a full service  

 Get some more modern music from outwit the CoS and outside of Scotland. Let the CoS hear the sounds 
of other worship. Ie. Bethel/Hillsong/etc/. 

 Greater use of promotional material sent to parishes outwith the central belt. More encouragement for 
congregations to make group travel arrangements. 

 guarantee good weather! 

 Hard to say, I am not a great ideas person, but I think that it has already a formula that works. 

 Have a good modern live band, don't stop the public coming into the event while band is on.   

 Have a tent where people could hear the gospel and how to become a Christian as many people don't 
know anything about Jesus anymore.  
 
also a prayer ministry tent for those who need prayer.  

 Have events in different areas, not always Edinburgh 

 have in different locations  

 Have it at a different time not linked to the assembly. 

 Have it at a time when people from farther afield can come. 

 Have it elsewhere... 

 have it on a Saturday or a change of venue 

 have it on Saturday, as it is difficult to get there after church 

 Have it on the Saturday? 
 
More events that encourage people to talk with each other and not just with 'stall' holders. e.g. bringing 
along a decorated stone and taking home one from another congregation led to personal involvement. 
Too much looking at other people's ideas / projects and not much to make the visitor feel part of it. You 
can actually walk round, smile at people, and leave without anyone engaging you!  

 Have it run for one more day. 

 Have more than one venue 

 Have sister events that happen through the year to make it more relevant and accessible  

 Have the service earlier in the day. Perhaps at the beginning. 

 Have water bottles for sale around the area. 

 Heart and soul is church orientated for church members and folk with church connections. Maybe include 
displays and activities to engage those with no church connection or with no faith. It would be agood 
platform for mission.  

 Hold it over 2days then people who wish to attend their own church on Sunday could come 

 Hold the event throughout Scotland particularly in the South West 

 I am not equipped to answer. 

 I am sorry that all I can see are the problems and do not have the space to look at how to improve it. I 
wish I had that time and commend you in your efforts as you seek to make it better.  

 I am wondering if we really should be celebrating the Church of Scotland. Does that not seem rather like 
boasting about ourselves? I am more and more of the view that we need to be a humbler church, and if 
we are to become so, that will lead to many changes, not least at the General Assembly in and in that 
week. 

 I can't say 

 I cannot comment  

 I didn't hear the conversations as I didn't attend this year but to me these would be a draw to attend 
when well known public figures are willing to share stories of their faith. 
 
I think there needs to be variety to the main events or attractions to make people want to come year after 
year or every few years. 
 
The Cairn building 7 dismantling was a great symbol of shared experience a few years ago. 
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 I disagree with the premise of the question.  It should not be an inward looking "celebration" of an 
institution.   However, if there is to be such a large event, I would suggest 
 
1. Change to an outward (and upward) looking focus.  A big outreach event, or a series of outreach events 
across the country. 
 
2.  Centre on Jesus and the Gospel 
 
3. Have greater variation in who is participating.  While e.g. Fischy Music and the Swing Band are very 
good, they seem to have the same prime slots every year and it has become stale and predictable, 
"institutionalised".  There must be many other bands that could play or lead worship, for example. 
 
4. Does it need to be in Edinburgh/coincide with general assembly week?   

 I don’t know over the years things have improved as lessons from previous events have been taken on 
board.  

 I feel the CofS really got downsized in 2018 with M&D not having the coffee shop and Ministries having a 
smaller tent. 
 
The CofS councils need to have large spaces to show just how much the church is doing!! 

 I have no suggestions!  You're doing a great job. 

 I know it is held during Assembly week as a lot of people are gathered there anyway but other times and 
places would be easier for folk to get to 

 I recommend you speak to Evaluation Support Scotland whose goal is to help charitable organisations 
evaluate their work better! What is the lasting difference that Heart & Soul wants to make? Only then can 
you evaluate whether it's been successful. 

 I think it does celebrate the church. 

 I think it does pretty well 

 I think it is very well organised . My first visit but enjoyed it so much.  

 I think it might be better held on a Saturday.   

 I think it would be a good addition to offer a few spaces to get food at the event - these could be food 
trucks interspersed around the gardens. 

 I think it's become a tired format; it needs a new focus on the places and people where something 
genuinely untypical of the C of S is breathing in new life. 

 I think the 'Village' feel last year was a great improvement and could be extended. I do feel the worship at 
the end can be a bit hit or miss and as this is when I suppose most people passing on Princes' Street would 
witness the church gathered I do feel it needs to be 'slicker' in its organisation - I know last minute hitches 
can occur which result in changes e.g. to those providing the music but these do impact on visitors and 
first time visitors.  

 i think to build on 2018, thinking about layout. In the past perhaps as been to stretched ou 

 I think to rotate it geographically would be good - though don't know how practical that is. 
 
I would like to see the church being much more radical to show what the church can do in practical ways. 
 
A few years ago, the Moderator was involved in homelessness projects - it would have been good to 
highlight these at Heart and Soul - and perhaps do something practical for the homeless. IE - spending the 
money on inviting the homeless to a meal in Princes Street Gardens. 
 
I'm being hyper critical here, but Heart and Soul I feel at times can be inward looking and all about giving 
ourselves a pat on the back rather than displaying the love of Christ. 

 I think we need to do it less often - do something like it, but once every two or three years. 

 I think you're doing great! 

 I thought the layout this year was excellent - keep it. 
 
Other than this, keep going. It's a wonderful day for us all to enjoy - we-re never all going to agree on 
what's great or otherwise, so simply keep going. Very well done.  
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I now must book dinner - for 30+...!!! 

 I would like to see it take place on a Saturday rather than a Sunday 

 I would like to see more emphasis on people who are not quite sure about faith to be encouraged to come 
along and rather than it being purely for Christian fellowship, to be an event that brings in the folks who 
have considered church but have not taken the first step. 

 I would like to see more parish churches telling their story and less organisations. 

 I would probably attend if there was an inspiring Christian speaker teaching on something like 'outreach' 
and a really top notch worship band session.   

 I would take a break from it....come back with something different in time to come....repeating the same 
event is just repetitive. 

 I'm not convinced it is the best spend of the Church's financial resources. 

 I'm not really very sure what you could do to improve things.  There's only so much you can pack into the 
space and time.  A bit more media coverage would be good - projecting a positive image and story about 
the Church. 

 I'm not sure what could be done to improve it as a celebratory event - I like the worship at the end that 
brings everyone together and the flag bearers bringing down the flags at the start - makes it feel like a 
joint celebration. 

 I'm sorry, I genuinely don't know...  Make it feel less cramped?!  Is there too much 'stuff' and not enough 
'depth'?  Could a Council take the lead each year, perhaps and focus on what they do, and spoke out from 
there?  I don't know -- it just doesn't feel celebratory.  It feels more like a crowded fair (and I'm not the 
biggest fan of those!) with lots of information but beyond that......? 

 I’d love to see it extended to events in the main towns and cities around Scotland.  

 If there were regional events then those who are not in the central belt might feel part of it. With the 
ability to do live streaming of services etc in churches then I would imagine it could be possible to bring all 
regional events together for part of the event.  

 Incorporate the good news stories of the church into worship - almost a thanksgiving type of service 

 Interesting that you haven't asked whether it should continue in its current format or become something 
totally different... What about costs associated with it - is this something that we should be spending 
money on when there is such a crisis in Church funds? What has been the "return" from this event - what 
proportion of people who are not members of associated with the church does it reach? Surely there are a 
whole host of evaluator questions that should be being asked around Heart and Soul - not just what is 
good about it and what could be better! 

 It could be somewhere on the West Coast  

 It is already an excellent event. 

 It needs revamped. It has become too ‘same old, same old.’ People feel they’ve seen it all before. That’s 
why we didn’t attend in 2018. Lack of numbers interested to justify a bus. 
 
On a question if taste, my members are not big fans of the swing band. Enjoyed one year but not every 
year. 

 It seems to be getting a bit 'samey' with the same congregations appearing each year. Perhaps need to 
promote further with different congregations and organisations taking part and attending. 

 It was rather cold and wet when I went, so bigger tents would be useful. 

 It would be a huge undertaking but taking it out of Edinburgh once in a while as it feels too Edinburgh-
centric. 

 It would be good to avoid it being too Council driven and also to reduce the number of congregations 
simply seeking a minister, there are more appropriate vehicles for this. We need more working in 
partnership to share a vision or a successful piece of join work on worship, outreach, service and 
education.We require better communication from the organisers as to the theme(s) and layout. It was 
changed too many times in 2018.  

 It would be good to have more local events on a smaller scale perhaps but perhaps joining in the closing 
worship using modern technology 

 It’s getting a bit ‘repetitive’. H&S was dynamic & different 1st time ‘out the box’. Need something else 
now. 
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 Keep it going!  

 Keep singing.  Maybe more areas to sit and chat.  There are lots of opportunities to meet friends old and 
new in such a setting 

 Larger café style facilities to enable a less cramped place to socialise. 

 Less advertising of vacancy. We are all in trouble in that regard and I feel it cheapens the day. There are 
ways and means for advertising. I think there needs to be a better way to engage young people late teens 
to 20s, better advertisement of the NYA as well as offering more opportunities to serve 

 Less spread out and more to buy such as prayer books or give aways.  

 Less wordy worship!!!!!!!!!! 

 Live links to satellite local events like they do with the Proms on TV.  Easier for people around the country 
to get to and with support it would provide a focus and catalyst for local churches to get together and do 
something in their own areas.  Important for those who live more distant from Edinburgh. Feed off 
cultural rivalries between cities and areas for motivation.   
 
Make room for charities that work in the same areas that we do, invite them as partners not rivals, for 
mutual support and promotion.   

 Live web video(s) on the day. 

 Logistics and the need to support my own church on a Sunday 

 Lots of advertising to all way before event  

 Make congregations more aware of what happens 

 Make it have a more physical presence so that the general public have better access and sight of and 
advertise wider so that speakers etc make Christ more relevant on day to day issues in our world   

 Make it more central so that folk from outlying regions would feel more included 

 Make it more fun.  A larger tent for tea and coffee and cakes so people that don't go to church can meet 
christians 

 Make it more like a festival and less like a car boot sale 

 Maybe for it to 'travel' rather than be based in Edinburgh every year. That has a cost and commitment but 
if this is the Church of Scotland celebration then it might be one way of including more congregations and 
opening their eyes to the bigger picture. 

 Maybe have "heart and soul" lite events in other parts of Scotland 

 Maybe have a PowerPoint presentation that churches could show to their congregation to encourage 
more people to actually come and try it 

 Maybe start a little earlier, so folks can get to see/do everything they want to. Usually, it all seems to end 
so quickly. 

 Mini versions (with stuff from the organisations & councils) across the country throughout the year. Avoid 
settling into a new tradition of how it always goes. 

 More advertising 

 More advertising and involve churches outwith Central Belt. 

 More advertising maybe....letting congregations know it is for everyone.... 

 More children stufd 

 More Church of Scotland involvement  and less other 

 More churches reaching out to people. 

 More congregational stalls 

 More current information about what is a happening at the GA that year and what is being discussed. Like 
what the CoS are doing in the following year  

 More encouragement for congregations to bring a busload and publicity for the public to come in as well 
and share. 

 More fellowship, maybe a tea party tent or a bbq or both  

 More for young people 

 More information to churches well in advance to allow churches to plan a visit 

 More involvement from a diverse range of congregations. Showcasing ideas and practice for involvement 
of young people 
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 More local events. 

 More mini Hearts and Souls? Quite hard to get to Edinburgh in time for all the events after church.  

 More ministers and members could attend and promote the life of the Church.  Please do not beat 
yourselves up trying to make it better; some cannot be satisfied. 

 More of the same! 

 More of the same. Keep the event growing 

 More publicity is always good and information available earlier than this year. 

 more publicity on tv might help, such as  on a programme similar to songs of praise  

 More Publicity through the national media to advertise it in advance and celebrate it afterwords. 

 more relevant look at celebrating the social responsiblity activity the church has. link in and stream other 
areas into the heart and soul event rather than just streaming it out to areas   

 More singing and worship opportunities incorporating different types of music. 

 More stories and more conversation 

 More worship 

 more youth emphasis 

 More youth involvement. Perhaps a more diverse representation of congregations. Seems very 
evangelical which may exclude more traditional congregations  

 Move around population centres, or else hold it in Perth, to give improved access & shorter travel times 
from further North. 

 Move it around the country 

 move it around the country, where people don't have too far to travel to get to it 

 Move it around.  Doesn't have to coincide with GA. 

 Move it to a Saturday 

 Move it to Saturday so churches more than 2hours away find it easier to attend.  

 Move out of Edinburgh... 

 Move to another day. A lot of people come after morning worship 

 Move to Saturday sfternoon and make it a picnic and worship event to bring all together to teduce costs 

 Moving it round Scotland so we don't all have to travel so far. Very expensive 

 Music, fun, kids - where were they? 

 National screening of the worship, and a DVD of the event with commentary. 

 Needs to be made more accessible to those without convenient access to public transport 

 New format, displays. Many of the stalls have been there each year but not doing new things. What is it 
we are celebrating and who is it for 

 No particular issue but effort to maximise publicity will always be useful. 

 Not a lot 

 Not sure 

 not sure 

 not sure  - i felt very impressed 

 Not sure I can offer much here, but perhaps more of a conscious plan on the part of the organisers to 
invite Christian agencies and 'display-ers' that match the ministry and mission needs of the Church at this 
precise moment in time. E.g. our need is for greater and more effective evangelism, as well as church 
planting and fresh expressions initiatives - it would make sense to invite ministries and Christian agencies 
to H&S that have good ideas, resources and training to offer us in those respects. 

 Not sure, H & S seems to have embraced new ideas and tries to keep un-to-date with current trends in 
festivals.  

 Not sure, needs to be something new.  

 Not sure. Although it doesn't work for me, it obviously works for others. 

 Not sure. Perhaps have a heart and soul champion in each presbytery to take to local churches. 

 Offer a tent live linking throughout Scotland to church who couldn’t possibly attend due to distance and 
cost 
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 Over the last few years it doesn't seem to have been advertised as prominently as previously and perhaps 
the venue may be more varied. 

 Perhaps (mini) celebrations around the country 

 Perhaps a variety of worship experiences  

 Perhaps consider a Glasgow-based event. 

 Perhaps every year a mini Heart and Soul in outlying areas.  

 Perhaps include a focus on one or two issues such as homelessness or care for people with dementia to 
celebrate the great work the church is doing 

 Perhaps live links with more remote congregations? 

 Perhaps more musical events  

 Personal prayer tent 

 Persuade those who have n o t attended before to come along 

 Possibly shorten the event, with the worship a bit earlier. Can be a long afternoon if weather not good 

 pre-advertising 

 Promote more widely to congregations in the weeks prior to the event. 

 Provide publicity materials to churches for issue to congregation members - links to any previous photos 
or videos taken giving an impression of the event.  

 Range of venues  

 reach out more to the public passing in Princes Street 

 Replace it with regional events in our cathedral-style churches. 

 scrap and do something different 

 See above. Specifically focus on Path of Renewal, Fresh Expressions, the anti poverty work done by Church 
and Society (and give C&S more resources to run something exciting.) 

 See answer 6. 

 See Qu 6 above 

 Separate it from the General Assembly and move it around the country so it's not always in Edinburgh.  
Make it a weekend event in its own right. This would give more Presbyteries and more people an 
opportunity to participate as presenters as well as ordinary attenders. 

 Similar events counter running across the country, coming together for worship at the end 

 Similar events in other places at a different time from General Assembly - big and high profile but fun, 
colourful and for the public! 

 Some how replicate locally 

 Some way to give people walking through the Gardens a better idea of what it's all about?   

 spread the praise onto Princess Street !! 

 Spread the word of how worthwhile it is 

 Subsidies for congregations with limited funds. Encourage churches to partner with another church to 
share space.  

 Take it out of Edinburgh and/or change the timing so people who travel a distance don't have to miss 
church to attend, have more activities under cover for inclement weather. 

 Take it round Scotland. 
 
 
 
Why not encourage a community to have a Heart and Soul event with outside public worship for everyone 
- ie no services in their own building that day. 

 Take it round the country and not just in Edinburgh 

 Take it to a different place in Scotland sometimes. 

 Taking round Presbyteries 

 The 'village' attempt last year didn't work, in my opinion. Space for conversation is great. Might also be 
good if different departments and work areas would be invited to talk/ being interviewed about their 
work/ main aims briefly from the main stage - would work better than several smaller stages. (On a 
personal note, we'd also have appreciated a changing station for babies!) 
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 The closing worship is very poor indeed  

 The costs that seem to be spent when budgets are asked to be cut - is it important enough for those who 
attend?  What does it really bring to the life of the wider church? 

 The end of the day is often a guddle.   Wanting to get packed up so you can get to worship, but then 
worship happening before you have time to get packed up. 

 The heart and soul local event in Lochaber is something that could be done in areas where it's too far to 
come to Ediniburgh and back in a day.  Heart and Soul Inverness or Aberdeen perhaps? 

 The outdoor worship can often be underwhelming. Could work be done on this area?  

 The promotion of Heart and Soul doesn't seem to come through Presbytery and down to local churches.  
Not sure how it is communicated, but this might be an issue. 

 The team could move it around the country. There is no need to have it at the same time as GA.  

 The worship needs to be better - everyone watching from Princes Street must think it is cringeworthy.  

 There are other aspects of the Church which need improving. 
 
Heart & Soul is not one of them. 

 There is a wide range of things happening & attempts are made to cater for all tastes I think its great.  

 Think its doing a good job as it is 

 Think presen format is pretty successful 

 This year's format was good - easier to move around, so that could be developed. Worship that isn't just 
by the Heart & Soul Sing Band which is not to everyone's taste. 
 
Try to encourage more congregations to tell their stories. 
 
Guarantee sunshine and warmth! 

 This year's one was the best, perhaps down to the changes made. 

 To be honest, I am not sure, it was an event of its time, and perhaps it is just getting a little tired now.  Big 
Worship events might be worth planning accross the country, and they could maybe be linked. 

 Tour it. Stop being in Edinburgh. 

 Vary things e.g. not have the Heart and Soul band every year - many congregations have competent 
worship leaders and bands. Greater representation of the breadth of the church 

 Very difficult.   I think it develops organically already so i cant add anything  

 Videos of events produced at events held throughout the year for Eco Congregation Scotland etc. 

 Was going to suggest the inconversation events would be great if they were available to watch again - 
when I found them on youtube, uploaded on the 7 Nov.  A wee bit quicker turn around would be helpful! 
 
Keep inviting new groups to participate - for example an Orcadian worship group! 
 
I think its a great event and worth continuing to innovate with. 

 Wasn’t so sure about the tented ‘villages’last year...seemed to miss things. 

 We enjoy hearing about things which are happening in other churches.  

 We loved it when the music was led by some of the major Christian singer/song writers, eg Robin Mark. It 
would be great to see that reinstated going forward - these bands also attract a crowd 

 We made a great effort to rouse interest amongst our youth to attend the Saturday evening event, which 
turned out to be not all that interesting.  As minister, I struggle to create a compelling space in the church 
for our youth, so was disappointed to find much the same at the denominational level. 

 Well known worship hymns at the beginning to open it and again at the end.  
 
A children's worship slot during the afternoon. 
 
A 'help tent' where members can speak to someone for advice on who to contact for direction or support 
for the particular needs of their congregation. 

 What about booking a well known Christian band, eg Delirious, and encouraging any Christian to come 
along - make it ecumenical and celebrate what God can do, instead of what the CofS already does.  



Page 47 of 49 
 

 What about twinning two different groups/congregations with the task of making contact, develop links 
and share experiences/ fellowship on the day? 

 While Princes st Gardens is a central venue, the steep access is an issue. I don’t think there is a solution to 
that. 

 Why do we need to celebrate the church? The sooner we recognise that the Church of Scotland is not a 
major power, that the church is to be a servant serving the nation rather than blowing our own trumpet 
the better things will be. Let’s be about following the servant king, who had nowhere to rest his head, lets 
do things that celebrate him and his message for us all and let his kingdom come. 

 Wider publicity  

 Wider publicity in good time 

 Worship and engagement with teenagers 

 Worship could be a bit livelier 

 Worship that is for all ages ...a jazz band every year and same leading in a church full of vibrant ministers 
and leadership 

 You can always do things differently but better? Its pretty good as it is. 

 Youth lead worship 
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Please tell us what Presbytery area you live within. 
 

Answer Choices Responses 

Edinburgh 12.47% 46 

West Lothian 2.44% 9 

Lothian 4.34% 16 

Melrose & Peebles 0.81% 3 

Duns 0.54% 2 

Jedburgh 0.27% 1 

Annandale & Eskdale 1.90% 7 

Dumfries & Kirkcudbright 0.81% 3 

Wigton & Stranraer 0.81% 3 

Ayr 3.25% 12 

Irvine & Kilmarnock 2.17% 8 

Ardrossan 2.44% 9 

Lanark 2.98% 11 

Greenock & Paisley 4.07% 15 

Glasgow 10.30% 38 

Hamilton 3.79% 14 

Dumbarton 2.44% 9 

Argyll 0.54% 2 

Falkirk 4.88% 18 

Stirling 1.63% 6 

Dunfermline 3.79% 14 

Kirkcaldy 2.98% 11 

St. Andrew's 0.54% 2 

Dunkeld & Meigle 1.36% 5 

Perth 2.17% 8 

Dundee 3.79% 14 

Angus 3.25% 12 

Aberdeen 3.25% 12 

Kincardine & Deeside 2.17% 8 

Gordon 1.90% 7 

Buchan 1.63% 6 

Moray 1.08% 4 

Abernethy 1.36% 5 

Inverness 0.81% 3 

Lochaber 0.81% 3 

Ross 0.54% 2 

Sutherland 1.63% 6 

Caithness 0.54% 2 

Lochcarron-Skye 0.27% 1 

Uist 0.00% 0 

Lewis 0.00% 0 

Orkney 0.54% 2 

Shetland 0.54% 2 

England 1.36% 5 

International Charges 0.81% 3 

 Answered 369 

 Skipped 8 
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