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The Lord will not let those who are right with Him go hungry, but He puts to one side the  

 

Those who are right with God are remembered with honour, but the name of the sinful will waste away. Proverbs 10:7 

 

has only a little honor and has a servant is better than one w
ho honours him

self and does not have bread. Proverbs 12:9 
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A man who 

It is better to live in a corner of the roof than in a house shared 
with an arguing woman. Proverbs 25:24 
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Wisdom for Today – Priority areas consultation 2012 

 

This year’s Consultation took place from Tuesday 6th until 

Thursday 8th November at Carberry Towers near Musselburgh.  

Over our three days together we explored the theme of 

Wisdom for Today using the Book of Proverbs as our 

starting point and then thinking about how many of the Proverbs relate to our context 

today as well as how we might want to express them.  

We started our consultation in Worship together 

dedicating our time together to god. Ian Galloway then 

helped us to look at a number of Proverbs firstly 

thinking about the context they were written in and 

whether they apply today.  Then he introduced us to 8 

new Proverbs which we would consider together in groups over the next few days and we 

each chose one Proverb.  

After dinner in groups we considered the proverb and created silk 

artwork to represent it visually.  This was a chance for folk to be 

creative but also reflective as discussions took place about the 

proverb at the same time. 

 Throughout Wednesday morning we returned to our groups to 

spend more time discussing our proverbs.  First of all there was a 

chance to reflect on the proverb individually and how it 

related to our own lives.  

Next the group together considered some of the ways in which the proverb might impact 

on the life of the local churches that people have come from.  Finally the group looked 

at how the proverb relates to life in the wider communities that our local churches 

are a part of? 
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 In the afternoon we took time out to rest, go for a visit to 

the famous ice cream shop in Musselburgh or take part in a 

workshop. Just before dinner there was a chance to look at 

others group’s wisdom.  Then everyone came together to 

hear from Jamie Stuart who shared with us some parts from 

his book ‘The Proverbs and The Patter.’ 

In the evening we shared in our annual ceilidh where 

we danced and people had a chance to take a turn 

with song, spoken word, skits and even magic. 

Interspersed in the fun we took time to hear from 

local folk about their wisdom and experiences. 

 On Thursday morning we returned to our groups 

and created our own ‘wisdom for today’ which 

reflected the conversations that had taken place 

throughout the consultation. These were put onto 

placards and taken back to our worship space 

where they were shared with the whole group. 

We took time to discuss these and go into a bit more depth about what they meant to us. 

We finished the consultation by sharing Communion together thanking god for the time we 

had spent with one another.  

 

 

 

 

 

…And that was the end of the Consultation for another year but we hope that the 

wisdom gained at Carberry Towers can go back with us to our own lives, churches and 

communities. 
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Sometimes it takes a painful experience  

to make us change our ways.   

      Proverb 20 v21     

How might the proverb impact on the life 

of the local churches that we have 

come from?  Identify some practical ideas 

which would result from this. 

How does the proverb relate to life in the 

wider community that our local churches 

are a part of?  Identify some practical 

ideas which would result from this. 
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Teach a child how he should live,  

and he will remember it all his life.  

      Proverb 22 v6  

How might the proverb impact on the life 

of the local churches that we have 

come from?  Identify some practical ideas 

which would result from this. 

How does the proverb relate to life in the 

wider community that our local churches 

are a part of?  Identify some practical 

ideas which would result from this. 
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When the king is concerned with justice, 

the nation will be strong, but when he is 

only concerned with money, he will ruin 

his country.   Proverb 29 v4  

How might the proverb impact on the life 

of the local churches that we have 

come from?  Identify some practical ideas 

which would result from this. 

How does the proverb relate to life in the 

wider community that our local churches 

are a part of?  Identify some practical 

ideas which would result from this. 
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Only a shameful, disgraceful person  

would ill-treat his father or turn his  

mother away from his home.   

Proverb 19 v26   

How might the proverb impact on the life 

of the local churches that we have 

come from?  Identify some practical ideas 

which would result from this. 

How does the proverb relate to life in the 

wider community that our local churches 

are a part of?  Identify some practical 

ideas which would result from this. 
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If you oppress poor people, you insult  

the God who made them; but kindness  

shown to the poor is an act of worship.   

        Proverb 14 v31  

How might the proverb impact on the life 

of the local churches that we have 

come from?  Identify some practical ideas 

which would result from this. 

How does the proverb relate to life in the 

wider community that our local churches 

are a part of?  Identify some practical 

ideas which would result from this. 
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Homes are built on the foundation of  

wisdom and understanding. Where there’s  

knowledge, the rooms are furnished with  

valuable, beautiful things.  Proverb 24 v3   

How might the proverb impact on the life 

of the local churches that we have 

come from?  Identify some practical ideas 

which would result from this. 

How does the proverb relate to life in the 

wider community that our local churches 

are a part of?  Identify some practical 

ideas which would result from this. 
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Fire tests gold and silver; a person’s  

reputation can also be tested.   

      Proverb 27 v21    

How might the proverb impact on the life 

of the local churches that we have 

come from?  Identify some practical ideas 

which would result from this. 

How does the proverb relate to life in the 

wider community that our local churches 

are a part of?  Identify some practical 

ideas which would result from this. 
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Son – when you stop learning,  

you will soon neglect what you already 

know.   Proverb 19 v27     

How might the proverb impact on the life 

of the local churches that we have 

come from?  Identify some practical ideas 

which would result from this. 

How does the proverb 

relate to life in the 

wider community that 

our local churches are 

a part of?  Identify 

some practical ideas 

which would result 

from this. 
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  Wisdom for today     
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