
Saturday 19th May 2018   Session I 
 
Hymn: Psalm 100 All people that on earth do dwell 
 
Prayer          Anne Mulligan DCS and the Revd John McMahon 
 
Reading: Luke 2:25-32      Principal Clerk 
 
Reflection: Go in Peace 
 
Luke 2:25-32 

It seemed appropriate as I tiptoe towards the end of my term 

of office as Moderator that I chose the Benedictus as my final 

reading. It was either that or Sinatra singing ‘My Way’, but I 

suspect that would not have been in order and a bell would 

have rung, or more probably tolled. 

The theme for this year’s General Assembly is ‘Peace be with 

you!’ Peace, that essential of the spiritual life lying at the heart 

of Christianity. The promise of Christ to His followers, the 

challenge to the Church to deliver to a world that is fractious 

and sometimes hostile.  

Simeon sees, in the infant Jesus presented in the Temple, a 

sign of God’s peace. In Jesus, the Prince of Peace, Simeon 
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sees God’s saving presence. Peace is with Simeon, for peace 

has come into the world. Peace for all, believer and non-

believer; peace for women and men; peace for children and 

older people; peace for those inside and outside the Church 

and faith families; peace for the lonely and isolated; peace for 

the homeless; peace for Palestinian and Israeli; peace for Iraqi 

and Iranian; peace for the South Sudanese and the peoples of 

North and South Korea; peace for nationalist and unionist; 

peace for people in relationships and not in relationships; 

peace for rich people and poor people. Peace. 

We talk about it endlessly, we say we are working for it daily, 

but do we really mean it, in the world of politics and 

economics; in the world of public service and private business; 

in the Church? Is there peace in the Church?  

At ordination we are charged to seek the peace and unity of 

the Church. There are times when that is a struggle, and we 

stumble. But there are other times when through hard work, 

hard thinking, hard words we look into what we thought were 
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the eyes of an enemy and we find the heart of a friend. And we 

find peace. 

As I have travelled up and down the land, and across the 

world, yes, there are areas of conflict and pain; yes there are 

unresolved issues and tensions; it would not be life if they 

were not to be found. But I found peace. I found the hospitality 

that comes from peace. I found the faith that comes from 

peace. I found the hope that comes from peace. I found the 

love that comes from peace. Wherever I went, people with 

peace in their hearts everywhere were determined to build 

longer tables and not higher walls. 

On a cold Saturday morning, south west of Bethlehem, on top 

of a hill I visited the Nassar family farm project called the Tent 

of Nations. Despite the difficult circumstances and the 

continuing threat of land confiscation, the Nassar family 

continues to live and work out of the conviction: “We refuse to 

be enemies.” Up on that cold, bare January hill I marvelled that 

there were beehives. I could see no likelihood of flowers or 
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crops for bees to gather pollen to make honey, even in the 

summer months. I asked Daoud Nasser, “Where do the bees 

go?” He smiled and pointed to the settlements all around. “My 

bees go to the gardens of my Israeli neighbours, and out of 

this hard time, they make honey.” Christian Palestinian bees 

making sweet honey with the Israelis. Peace has come from 

smaller endeavours. The Nassers plant trees. “A tree is a sign 

of hope. Planting a tree is believing in the future. You learn 

that peace should grow from the bottom up.”i  

Peace be with you. 

In the garden of Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad in Jordan, an 

endangered olive tree has recently been replanted, safe from 

the encroachments of war in that simmering part of the world. 

The tree is 3,000 years old, and to look at it from the front you 

would say that it is dead. But go round the back, and two 

young green shoots have sprouted.  

Peace be with you. 

 4 



Homeless people in Glasgow being given shelter and food; 

young people in Dingwall being taught BSL so they can reach 

out to the deaf community; a foodbank in an Anstruther 

Church providing internet and phone access and friendship; a 

musical minds group in a Dalbeattie for out to those slipping 

into dementia but still reached by music.  

Peace, peace, peace, peace be with you. 

The obituary of the Church has been written for over 2,000 

years. Well, we’re not dead yet.  Despite what some 

commentators say, the Church’s obituary is premature. “Faith 

lives on in a faithless age. As Philip Larkin puts it: 

And that much can never be obsolete 

Since someone will forever be surprising 

A hunger in himself to be more serious.”ii 

I said last year that the Church is not dying, it is re-forming. 

We still have some way to go, we will always have some way 

to go, and that is a good thing. 
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With peace in our hearts we can still speak of God in a secular 

age and be listened to. With peace in our hearts we can bring 

a moral dimension to the ethics of society and help shape the 

questions needing asked and answered. With peace in our 

hearts we can take principled political and social stands and 

be respected not because we are perfect, but because we are 

still striving and offering to walk with others. With peace in our 

hearts in an age of celebrity we can show humility, that 

forgotten virtue, that has a power and presence of its own.iii 

Simeon, in the Jerusalem Temple, took the infant Jesus and 

said:  

“Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according 

to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation which 

Thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light to 

the Gentiles, and for glory to thy people Israel.” 

“Church is about presence. It’s about showing up…Ecclesia 

means assembly; the church is not just for worship, but for 

assembling together.”iv 
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We gather today, in this great theatre of faith lived out loud, 

this 2018 General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, to be 

about the peaceable work of the Kingdom. Think peace, speak 

peace, live peace, and may peace be with you. 

Amen  

Prayer (including Prayer of Constitution) 
 
Let us pray: 
Prince of Peace, 
Into our minds, our mouths, our hearts this day; 
Upon our hands and feet; 
Within our spirit and soul; 
May peace be with you. 
Across this earth of ours this day, 
Where there is sadness, fear or strife, 
Where anxiety, or resentment, or despair surrounds; 
May peace be with you. 
Into each home this day, 
Where joys are real, and laughter rings; 
Where stories of love are told and shared; 
May peace be with you. 
God save our Queen, and refresh our nation this day 
God bless our Parliaments in Westminster and Holyrood. 
And bless this General Assembly this day  
In our peace-full thought, peace-full speech, 
And peace-full action, 
As now we constitute ourselves a court of Christ’s Church, 
For this we ask in Christ’s Name and for His sake, 
Who taught us when we pray together to say: 
Our Father 
Which art in Heaven 
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Hallowed be Thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth 
As it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory. 
Forever. 
Amen 
 
 
Hymn: 436 (vvs 1,2,5) Christ, triumphant, ever reigning 
 
 

i Tent of Nations booklet, ‘We Refuse to be Enemies’, p57 
ii Jonathan Sacks, ‘Celebrating Life’, pps 166-167 
iii Paraphrased from Jonathan Sacks, ‘Celebrating Life’, p165 
iv Sam Wells, ‘Incarnational Ministry’, p80 
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