
Moderator, 
 
As Legal Questions Convener I have been in discussions with representatives of Forces  Chaplaincy over the 
past few months, with a view to answering some of the ongoing concerns that have been expressed. More 
than a year ago I had visited Chaplains at their conference at Amport House in Hampshire, with a view to 
explaining the Registration of Ministry procedures more fully. 
 
The Registration of Ministries Act is actually supposed to strengthen the Church’s links with those who work 
in fields of ministry beyond our parishes. That is most especially the case with Chaplains to Her Majesty’s 
Forces who will receive regular contact from the Church throughout their time of service. The intended 
message is that such Chaplains are valued for their gifts and ministry and that we want to help them to make 
the transition back to parish ministry if and when they wish to do so. As part of that we will make sure that 
they are kept relatively up to date with current parish practice, by visiting and contributing to the annual 
conference. 
 
It is a matter of profound regret for me, if anything has been said or done within the Church which has 
conveyed a different message. I believe that the best way forward is to continue working closely with Forces 
Chaplains themselves, so that they can inform and shape the ongoing registration processes. As a 
consequence of recent discussions with representatives of chaplaincy, I am proposing that some immediate 
steps should be taken. 
 
The Registration of Ministry Act allows the Legal Questions Committee to adjust the Rules of Procedure 
which govern how the Registration of Ministries Committee does its work. I anticipate introducing a change 
at the first meeting of Legal Questions in June, which will affect how interviews are conducted with any 
applicants from Forces Chaplaincy. We are intending that either the Convener of the Forces Chaplains 
Committee, or else his or her designated substitute, should be present on such occasions. This is in addition 
to the input already invited from an applicant’s Presbytery  Clerk. This is to ensure that the context of any 
Chaplain’s current ministry is properly appreciated and understood. 
 
Moderator, in making these pledges, I ask the Assembly not to support the motion in the name of Alistair 
Cumming. As the Clerk of the Presbytery of England I very much respect the fact that Alistair has many 
serving Forces Chaplains within the bounds and is concerned that they should not be disadvantaged. I need 
to point out a technical point, that the Vacancy Procedure Act allows an individual to apply for a charge as 
soon an an application has been submitted for Category O Registration. For as long as a chaplain can make 
themself available, the application interview should then happen relatively quickly, enabling them to be 
inducted to a charge. Where people are applying for category O registration from an active ministry, in most 
cases it is likely to be granted immediately thereafter, with any residual updating then being allowed to 
happen within a specified period. The reason for having a national process of development, instead of a 
Presbytery process, is in the interests of consistency and fairness for those taking part. 
 
Moderator, parish ministry is a challenging field and it becomes ever moreso with each year that passes. The 
registration procedures recognise this are intended to equip people to move to that setting. 
 


